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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
of  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

for  the  Financial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1946 


The  twelve  months  under  review,  coinciding 
mainly  with  the  first  year  after  the  \\'orld  W'ar, 
have  been  a period  of  readjustment  to  transitional 
conditions.  For  reasons  with  whicli  all  the  world  is 
familiar,  national  recovery  has  not  been  rapid.  We 
have  continued  to  struggle  against  shortages  of 
labour,  commodities  and  materials,  and  are  straining 
every  nerve  to  recover  lost  ground  and  to  put  into 
effect  plans  already  made  when  war  broke  out  or 
formed  during  the  war  for  the  happier  epoch  for 
which  we  have  hoped. 

Recovery  of  lost  ground  has  not  been  easy.  Though 
we  were  providentially  spared  any  crippling  disaster, 
we  have  to  rebuild  two  Homes— at  Southport  and 
St.  Leonards — destroyed  by  enemy  action,  and  we 
have  to  make  good  heavy  deficiencies  in  books, 
apparatus  and  appliances  of  many  kinds  which 
accumulated  under  war  conditions  and  could  not  be 
made  good  so  long  as  national  industry  was  on  a 
war  footing.  Nor,  unfortunately,  was  the  position 
eased  when  victory  was  won.  Labour  shortage  was 
accentuated.  Materials  were  at  least  as  hard  to 
obtain  and,  with  the  e.xception  of  rebuilding  the 
bombed  Homes,  we  have  had  to  abandon  any  e.xten- 
sions  requiring  new  buildings.  That  has  had  a 
particularly  serious  effect  on  our  production  of  Braille 
literature  and  music,  for  the  continuous  production 
of  plates  and  copies,  essential  to  providing  Braille 
readers  with  an  adequate  library  of  transcribed 
books  and  stock  of  music,  had  before  the  war  con- 
gested the  accommodation  at  Great  Portland  Street 
to  such  an  extent  that  we  had  decided  to  transfer 
the  printing  works  and  much  of  the  stores  elsewhere. 
The  oncoming  of  war  stopped  that  necessary  develop- 
ment, and  we  were  not  able  last  year  to  resume  full- 
scale  publication.  On  the  other  hand,  the  need  for 
Braille  books,  magazines  and  music  is  greater  than 
ever,  and  our  plans  contemplate  not  only  more  space 
but  more  expeditious  methods  and,  if  possible, 
cheaper  methods  of  Braille  transcription.  The  supply 
of  paper  is,  of  course,  still  rationed.  That  has  been 
a serious  obstacle  in  itself,  but  we  wish  to  record  our 
appreciation  of  the  ready  understanding  and  assistance 
of  the  authorities  in  dealing  with  the  apiplications 
forwarded  to  them  and  the  granting  of  licences  to 
the  e.xtent  allowed  under  the  Control  of  Paper  Order, 
and  of  our  own  officials’  ingenuity  in  stretching  our 
quota  to  its  maximum  value  in  terms  of  printed  sheets. 

We  could,  of  course,  say  much  more  of  war-time 
and  post-war  difficulties,  but  it  would  be  unbecoming 


to  labour  our  case,  even  though  it  is  the  case  of  the 
blind,  when  all  classes  of  the  community,  whose  insti- 
tutions and  very  existence  have  been  in  peril,  have 
put  up  with  restrictions  and  deprivations — if  not 
privations — witli  cheerful  loyalty.  We  would  rather 
emphasise  our  profound  thankfulness  for  survival ; 
our  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  members  of  our 
Council  and  Committees  and  our  staff  who  carried 
on  unflinchingly  through  thick  and  thin  ; our  grati- 
tude to  the  friends  of  the  blind  throughout  the 
country,  whose  personal  service  and  generosity 
enabled  us  to  maintain  our  work  and  even  to  extend 
it  in  several  important  directions.  We  face  the 
future  with  confident  determination  to  ensure  that 
the  service  which  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  has  been  privileged  to  render  in  the  past  shall 
be  developed  with  constantly  growing  understanding 
and  efficiency. 

M’e  would  add  only  one  point,  one  of  very  practical 
and  material  importance,  namely,  that  the  cost  of 
our  work  has  been  greatly  increased  by  forces  outside 
our  control.  Our  annual  budget  has  to  provide  for 
heavier  e.xpenditure  even  to  maintain  what  we  have 
done  in  the  past.  Necessary  capital  expenditure  has 
to  be  incurred  for  Homes,  Schools  and  printing 
works  ; for  the  development  of  the  Talking  Book 
project,  and  of  other  technical  devices  which  scientific 
advance  now  puts  at  our  disposal  for  the  conquest  of 
blindness.  We  have  many  special  needs  to  which 
generous  gifts  and  legacies  can  be  devoted,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  necessary  cost  of  maintaining  the 
multifarious,  almost  innumerable,  certainly  indis- 
pensable ser^'ices  of  the  N.I.B.  Only  a very  small 
part  of  that  cost  is  met  by  Grants  and  Fees  paid  out 
of  public  funds.  However  generously  Parliament 
provides  for  many  of  the  needs  of  the  blind,  there  still 
remains  a host  of  services  which  can  only  be  financed 
by  the  generosity  of  individuals  who,  in  gratitude  for 
their  own  clear  vision  and  out  of  the  goodness  of  their 
hearts,  voluntarily  contribute  to  the  work  described 
in  this  Report. 

THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE’S  SERVICES 

The  table  over  page  will  enable  our  readers  to  get 
a good  idea  at  a glance  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  National  Institute’s  services  for  the  blind,  but  it 
must  be  understood  that  some  of  the  services  as  listed 
overlap.  Most  of  the  Technical  Services,  for  example, 
and  the  Personal  Services  are  essential  to  Education 
and  Employment. 
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1.  EDUCATION  AND  TRAINING  (I) 

(a)  Sunshine  Homes  and  Nursery  Schools.  (g) 

(b)  School  for  Retarded  Blind  Children.  (h) 

(c)  Secondary  Schools  for  Blind  Boys  and  Girls. 

(d)  School  of  Physiotherapy  (and  Evening  Clinic). 

(e)  School  of  Telephony. 

f)  Rehabilitation  of  the  Newly  Blind. 

(a) 

2.  PLACEMENT  AND  EMPLOYMENT  (b) 

(a)  Industrial  Placement.  (c) 


(b)  Professional  Placement  (and  maintenance  of  Eichholz 

Memorial  Clinic). 

(c)  Employment  in  the  N.I.B’s  work. 

(d)  Home  Workers. 

(a) 

3.  TECHNICAL  SERVICES 

(a)  Braille  and  Moon  Books  and  Periodicals.  (b) 

(b)  Braille  Music.  (c) 

(c)  Braille  MS.  Books  for  Students. 

(d)  Miscellaneous  Braille  Services. 

(e)  Apparatus. 


Talking  Books. 

Wireless. 

Mechanical  Research. 

4.  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

5.  PROVISION  OF  HOMES 

Residential  Homes. 

Holiday  Homes. 

Queen  Elizabeth  Homes  of  Recovery. 

6.  PROPAGANDA  AND  INFORMATION 

7.  CO-OPERATION 

At  Home  (ineluding  financing  local  work  for  the  blind  by 
unified  collections  and  grants). 

Within  the  Empire. 

With  Foreign  Countries. 

8.  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 


I.  EDUCATION  AND  TRAINING 

(a)  Sunshine  Homes  and  Nursery  Schools. — Most 
people  picture  a blind  infant  as  a pitiable  little  mite, 
helpless,  miserable,  abnormal  in  its  habits,  pathetic  in 
appearance.  But  that  is  far  from  being  a true  picture 
of  the  average  blind  baby.  Go  to  our  Sunshine 
Homes  and  Nursery  Schools  at  East  Grinstead, 
Haydon  Park,  and  Northwood,  and  at  each  you  will 
see  children  who,  despite  their  lack  of  sight,  are  as 
active,  happy  and  full  of  fun,  as  attractive  and 
lovable,  as  any  other  group  of  infants  who  have  been 
cherished  and  reared  with  affectionate  care  and  expert 
knowledge.  At  our  Home  for  Blind  Toddlers  at 
Northampton  you  will  find  babies  as  adorable  as  all 
babies  should  be,  from  the  little  ones  of  three  years 
old  ready  to  proceed  to  the  Nursery  Schools  down  to 
the  latest  arrival — two  weeks  old,  weight  5 lbs.  odd. 
It  is  only  at  our  Sunshine  Home  at  Leamington, 
reserved  for  mentally  retarded  blind  children,  that 
you  ma}"  find  anything  even  remotely  like  that 
fallacious  picture ; but  here  untiring,  patient  per- 
severance, day  after  day,  succeeds  sometimes  in 
transforming  the  abnormal  blind  infant  into  the 
normal  blind  infant — in  full  possession  of  every  sense 
except  the  sense  of  sight. 

The  accompanying  snapshots  show  what  bonnj^ 
delightful  children  we  have  in  our  Sunshine  Homes, 
and  are  the  best  testimonial  to  the  devoted  work  of 
the  teaching,  nursing  and  domestic  staffs.  Let  us 
add  to  these  a few  word  pictures. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  for  the  North- 
wood  children  was  a holiday  at  the  seaside  in  Wales. 
Before  the  departure,  there  was  the  usual  tremendous 
excitement  and  a devouring  curiosity.  “ WTere  does 
the  sea  go  to  when  it  goes  out  ? ” asked  one  child  ; 
and  another,  hearing  the  rain  coming  down,  said  he 
was  glad  it  was  raining  “ because  it  will  fill  up  the 
sea  before  we  get  there.”  One  of  the  party,  a little 
girl  not  yet  four,  totally  blind,  fresh  from  the 
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Northampton  Home,  insisted  on  walking  up  over  lUO 
uneven  steps  from  the  beach  entirely  alone;  she 
loved  the  sea  and  was  completely  fearless  when  the 
waves  broke  against  her.  On  \'J-I)ay  they  had  an 
invitation  to  the  local  festivities,  and  so  much  did 
they  enjoy  them  that  they  wanted  to  know  when 
there  would  be  some  more  wars  ! When  the}'  were 
told  that  it  was  hoped  there  would  be  no  more,  one 
little  boy  said  he  would  buy  a gun — just  in  case  ! 

A budding  little  naturalist  at  one  of  the  Homes 
asked  : “ What  kind  of  noise  does  a goldfish  make 
when  it  lays  its  eggs  ? ” 

At  Northwood  the  children  listen  to  "Just  William  ” 
every  Friday  evening.  One  result  of  this  was  that  one 
night  the  children  persuaded  a little  girl  to  get  out 
of  bed  and  try  to  go  up  the  chimney  ! Another  was 
that  a little  boy,  when  saying  his  prayers,  ended  his 
“ Thank  You’s  ” with  " And  thank  you  for  William 
on  the  wireless.” 

At  Christmas  time,  the  Haydon  Park  children 
invited  their  friends  to  a social,  and  charmed  them 
by  the  performance  of  a simple  Nativity  Play.  The 
children  were  dressed  in  character  and  sang  carols. 
On  Christmas  Day  a real  live  Santa  Claus  distributed 
the  gifts,  and  was  full  of  carefree  fun  until  he  heard 
the  children  clamouring,  “ Let  us  see  you  go  up  the 
chimney.” 

The  training  of  these  bright  and  charming  childrcji 
is  a labour  of  love  rewarded  almost  ever}'  hour  by 
quick  and  fascinating  response.  At  the  Leamington 
Home,  however,  the  teachers  have  a harder  task,  as 
the  intelligence  of  many  of  the  children  is  a long  way 
below  the  average  for  their  age.  Yet  all  the  tireless 
watching  and  noting  of  reactions  to  the  training  and 
all  the  skilled  attempts  to  set  the  imagination  working 
are  worth  while  if,  as  a result,  e\'en  only  a few  of  the 
children  show  promise  of  reaching  normal  intelligence. 
On  the  whole,  the  children  who  have  been  here  for 
some  time  are  becoming  more  active  in  free  play  ; 
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their  choice  of  toys  is  more  varied  ; and  there  are  a 
number  of  really  musical  children  in  school  at  the 
present  time. 

(b)  School  for  Retarded  Blind  Children.  -The  boys 
and  girls  at  Court  Grange,  our  scliool  for  retarded 
blind  children  over  seven  years  of  age,  in  Devon,  ha\  e 
always  been  remarkable  for  their  achievements  in 
music,  so  much  so  that  one  is  forced  to  conclude  that 
musicianship  is  a specific  ability  which  may  be  found 
in  a child  with  very  little  general  ability.  Although 
all  pupils  are  rated'  as  sub-normal  when  admitted,  a 
number  of  them,  including  some  who  had  been 
discouraged  by  the  unequal  struggle  for  recognition 
among  normallv'  intelligent  children,  gradually  gain 
confidence  and'  self-respect  under  fairer  conditions. 
Unsuspected  abilities  come  to  light,  and  general 
intelligence  develops  with  growing  confidence. 

E.xternal  experience  is  a valuable  feature  of  the 
Court  Grange  training.  Visits  have  been  paid  during 
the  year  to  a G.P.O.  sorting  office  and  teffiphone 
exchange,  a model  dairy,  a church,  including  the 
belfry,  a cabinet  works,  a potter}',  and  the  works  and 
other  features  of  the  Dartington  Model  Estate.  The 
children  have  also  been  taken  to  s}miphony  concerts, 
and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  school  they 
broadcast  a group  of  songs  on  the  wireless,  hrequent 
contacts,  in  singing  and  sports,  have  been  maintained 
with  normal  children  in  the  neighbouring  schools  and 
villages. 

Court  Grange  has  provided  invaluable  experimental 
data  on  the  education  of  retarded  blind  children.  The 
time  has  come  for  enlargement  of  premises,  develop- 
ment of  methods,  and  we  are  proceeding  with  plans 
for  opening  another  school  more  central  to  England 
as  a whole  than  South  Devon. 

(c)  Secondary  Schools  for  Blind  Boys  and  Girls. — 
W'orcester  College  for  Boys  and  Chorleywood  College 
for  Girls  are  secondary  schools  of  the  grammar  school 
type,  and  there  are  signs  that  as  the  new  Education 
Act  progressively  comes  into  force,  pressure  on 
accommodation  at  each  will  increase.  At  Worcester, 
the  apjilications  for  admission  in  the  coming  year 
are  double  the  anticipated  number  of  vacancies  in  the 
Senior  School.  Our  intention  to  relieve  the  pressure  on 
both  Worcester  and  Chorleywood  by  removing  the 
children  in  the  Preparatory  Departments  at  both 
Colleges  to  Whittington  Hall,  adjoining  Worcester 
College,  has  been  suspended,  by  reason  of  technical 
difficulties  arising  under  the  new  Education  Act. 
We  wish  to  have  Whittington  Hall  recognised  by  the 
Ministry  of  Education  as  an  experimental  Primart' 
School.  Such  a school  would  not  onlv  meet  the  wishes 
of  parents  who  have  advanced  ideas  on  the  education 
their  blind  children  should  have,  but  would  also 
play  an  essential  part  in  the  reorganisation  of  schools 
for  the  blind  now  being  undertaken  under  great 
material  and  other  difficulties.  It  is  impossible  to 
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exaggerate  the  handicap  of  blindness  or  the  importance 
of  ensuring  tliat  schools  which  apply  the  rnost  modern 
methods  of  training  are  available  for  blind  children 
of  every  grade  of  intelligence  and  aptitude,  so  that 
they  may  all  grow  to  happy  and  useful  manhood  and 
womanhood,  without  consciousness  of  handicap  or 
substance  of  it. 

At  both  Colleges  examination  successes  have  been 
good.  There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  number 
of  pupils  at  Chorleywood  who  have  entered  for  public 
e.xaminations.  W^e  continue  to  have  good  news  of  the 
progress  of  old  pupils  in  various  walks  of  life.  Of  the 
boys  who  have  left  W’orcester  tliis  year,  one  is  reading 
English  Literature  at  Oxford,  and  in  the  coming  year, 
two  or  three  boys,  one  of  whom  was  considered  for  an 
opcji  Exhibition  at  Balliol  College,  will  be  proceeding 
to  the  University. 

In  the  winter,'  W’orcester  College  was  honoured  by 
a visit  from  Dr.  I\f.  Euwe,  Wffirld  Chess  Champion  in 
1931).  who  played  simultaneously  against  thirty 
members  of  the  College,  and  was  defeated  by  tlie 
College  Captain,  a boy  of  fifteen.  The  College  rowing, 
swimming  and  dramatics  have  continued  to  maintain 
a high  standard  of  efficiency. 

There  have  been  big  staff  changes  at  both  Colleges. 
The  first  year  of  Miss  D.  A.  McHugh  as  Headmistress 
at  Chorleywood  coincided  with  the  Silver  Jubilee  year 
of  the  College,  which  was  celebrated  by  the  planting 
of  a cedar  tree,  presented  by  the  Old  Girls’  .\ssocia- 
tion,  on  the  birthday  of  Miss  Phyllis  Monk,  the 
Headmistress  of  the  College  since  its  inception,  who 
retired  last  year.  W'orcester  has  been  fortunate  to 
secure  as  its  Director  of  Music,  Mr.  Sinclair  Logan, 
Mus.Bac.,  F.R.C.O.,  the  well-known  blind  musician 
and  broadcaster,  who  is  an  Old  Boy  of  the  College. 

Peace  has  brought  to  the  girls  of  Chorleywood  a 
renewal  of  social  pleasures.  They  lia\'e  been  able  to 
make  many  more  expeditions,  including  visits  to 
concerts,  the  local  fire  station  and  police  court,  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  and  Madame  Tussauds.  The}’ 
have  also  been  pleased  to  welcome  man}'  visitors, 
including  several  from  overseas. 

(d)  School  of  Physiotherapy — Massage,  Medical 
Gymnastics  and  Electeotherapy. — ilany  pupils  from 
W'orcester  and  Chorlew'ood  have  passed  on  to  our 
School  of  Physiotherapy.  This  School,  we  can  claim, 
has  established  a nation-wide  reputation.  By  carefully 
selecting  candidates  and  by  building  up  a tradition  of 
first-class  qualification  and  capacity,  it  has  launched 
scores  of  blind  men  and  women  on  successful  careers, 
and  enabled  them  to  serve  the  public  with  the  highest 
professional  skill.  During  the  war  years  the  call  for 
that  skill,  combined  with  an  influx  of  students, 
obliged  us  to  consider  the  development  of  the  School 
as  one  of  our  most  urgent  post-war  duties.  .Accord- 
ingly, more  teachers  have  been  appointed,  and  the 
premises  considerably  enlarged,  the  Electrical  Depart- 


meat  in  particular  has  been  re-equipped,  ajid  a unit 
for  rehabilitation,  re-education  and  remedial  exercises 
has  been  installed  in  the  gymnasium. 

The  result  of  this  enlargement  of  the  trainiiig 
facilities  has  been  fully  justified.  All  the  thirt}'-six 
students — comprising  sixteen  civilians  and  air-raid 
casualties  and  twenty  Ser\’ice  men  and  women  from 
St.  Dunstan's— who  were  presented  during  the  period 
under  review  for  the  examinations  of  the  Chartered 
Society  of  Physiotherapy,  successfully  passed,  and 
between  them  obtained  seventeen  credits. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  training 
which  produces  such  an  excellent  result  as  this  is  the 
jiractical  clinical  e.xperience  afforded  to  students, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  authorities,  at  the 
Middlesex  Hospital  and  the  Hampstead  General 
Hospital,  and  in  the  Evening  Clinic,  which  is  run  in 
connection  with  and  on  the  same  premises  as  the 
School.  This  Clinic  has  benefited  considerably  from 
the  greater  space  allotted  to  it  and  the  new  apparatus 
installed.  During  the  year,  attendances  totalled 
8,208,  and  treatments  12,976. 

Negotiations  have  recently  taken  place  with  the 
Chartered  Society  of  Physiotherapy  to  prepare 
candidates  from  the  School  of  Physiotherapy  for  the 
Conjoint  examination,  and  to  establish  an  examina- 
tion for  Blind  Teachers  of  Physiotherapy.  Training 
for  the  former  has  already  started.  Arrangements  are 
also  being  made  for  the  training  to  be  extended  up 
to  a period  of  three  years. 

The  service  of  the  School  to  students  does  not  end 
with  their  attainment  of  the  qualifications  for 
practice  ; it  extends  to  settlement.  During  the  year 
twenty-one  appointments  were  secured  for  civilian 
post-graduates,  eight  were  helped  to  become  estab- 
lished in  private  practice,  and  excellent  openings  for 
two  young  men  were  found  in  South  Africa. 

(e)  School  of  Telephony. — Our  School  of  Training 
for  Blind  Telephone  Operators,  at  Oldbury  Grange, 
Bridgnorth,  has  had  another  successful  year.  All  the 
forty-four  men  and  women  who  completed  their 
training  during  the  twelve  months  under  rerdew  were 
satisfactorily  placed,  and  thirty-eight  new  trainees 
were  admitted  to  the  School.  As  in  jfiiysiotherapy, 
trainees  in  telephony  have  to  be  carefully  selected, 
and  with  this  preliminary  precaution,  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  finding  good  jobs  for  skilled  blind 
telephonists.  Much  of  their  efficiency  is  due  to  the 
final  step  in  the  training  of  many  of  them — practice 
on  the  National  Institute’s  board  at  Headquarters. 
In  this  connection  we  are  much  indebted  to  our  two 
expert  blind  telephonists.  Miss  Laverty  and  Mr.  Riley  ; 
further,  to  Miss  Laverty  we  owe  our  thanks  for  the 
preparation,  with  invaluable  assistance  from  G.P.O. 
officials,  of  a Manual  of  Telephony,  which  we  hope 
soon  to  publish. 


(f ) Rehabilitation  of  the  Newly  BUnd.  —The  .scientific 
training  of  newly  blinded  adults  to  readjust  thein- 
sclves  to  the  conditions  which  blindness  imposes  is 
an  idea  rich  in  promise  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind  of 
the  new  age.  Its  aim  is  not  simply  to  guide  and  train 
fingers  and  footsteps  mechanicall}',  but  to  remould 
the  mind  and  revitalise  the  soul.  It  builds  competence 
on  confidence  and  lays  the  foundations  of  conficlence 
on  character,  thereby  inculcating  the  right  attitude 
towards  blindness. 

,'\t  the  outbreak  of  war  we  recognized  that  the 
new  conditions  of  warfare  would  expose  the  civilian 
population  of  all  ages  to  all  kinds  of  injury,  including 
loss  of  sight,  and  our  readers  know  how  we  established 
three  centres,  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Homes  of  Recovery, 
for  the  reception  of  civilians  who  would  be  blinded 
by  enemy  action.  The  total  of  blinded  civilians 
was  230  ; 141  of  these  came  to  us  for  rehabilitation 
(at  America  Lodge,  Torquay,  Oldbury  Grange, 
Bridgnorth,  and  the  home  of  our  President,  Captain 
Sir  Beachcroft  Towse,  V.C.,  at  Goring-on-Thame.s). 
Seventy-eight  of  them  have  so  completely  readjusted 
themselves,  despite  the  fact  that  many  of  them 
suffered  other  injuries  in  addition  to  blindness, 
that  after  a period  of  approximately  three  months 
only  in  the  Homes,  they  have  been  ready  to 
face  the  future  with  courage  and  purpo.se.  Some 
have  taken  up  work  as  telephonists,  masseurs, 
or  in  business  or  industry ; women  have  resumed 
their  household  duties  in  their  own  homes  ; children 
have  entered  schools  for  the  blind.  Altogether, 
the  results  of  the  methods,  both  psychological 
and  technical,  employed  in  the  Homes  has  been 
remarkable,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
their  application,  now  that  the  inflow  of  war  casualties 
has  ceased,  to  the  “ casualties  of  peace,”  due  to 
accident  or  disease,  will  be  equally  effective  and 
satisfactory.  Homes  of  Recover}"  ha\'e  proved  them- 
selves to  be  an  indispensable  part  of  tbe  machinery 
of  Blind  \\'elfare. 

principal  feature  of  the  training  is  that  immed- 
iately a newcomer  enters  one  of  the  Homes  he  is  made 
to  feel  that  he  is  one  of  a happy,  busy  and  striving 
community — happy  in  the  fellowship  of  people 
handicapped  as  he  is,  and  with  the  same  object  in 
view,  busy  with  them  in  dozens  of  intriguing  pursuits 
from  learning  the  topography  of  the  place  to  operating 
a hand  machine,  and  striving  with  them  to  master  a 
new  method  of  living,  of  making  the  most  of  startling 
conditions  which  have  their  own  startling  oppor- 
tunities. 

Here  are  a few  ” snaj)shots  ” from  the  Homes  ; — 
resident  at  Long  Meadow  has  made  such 
astonishing  progress  in  walking  about  alone  that  his 
example  has  become  the  accepted  aim  there  ; all  the 
younger  residents  seek  to  dispense  with  guides,  they 
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Senior  Electrical  Sister  supervising  blind  students  carrying  out 
treatment  by  Ultra  Short'‘Wave  Therapy 

The  early  treatment  of  Infantile  Paralysis'  in  total  suspension  in 
the  Guthrie-Smith  sling  apparatus 


EICHHOLZ  CLINIC 

Blind  Physiotherapist  administering  Infra-red  Tunnel  Bath 
to  a patient  suffering  from  Rheumatism 


shop  alone  ami  meet  their  friends  at  tlie  station  alone. 
At  America  Lodge,  many  of  the  residents  get  nji  early 
enough  to  have  a good  walk  before  breakfast.  A 
favourite  e.xercise  during  these  and  other  walks  is  to 
try  to  learn  of  their  surroundings  from  echo — echo 
against  a wall,  echo  under  a bridge,  echo  in  open 
places,  echo  amongst  trees. 

At  Long  .Meadow,  they  weed,  pick  fruit,  sort  potatoes 
and  ajiples,  prepare  fruit  for  i)reserving,  make 
butter.  .\t  .America  Lodge,  they  operate  a potter’s 
wheel  and  a turning  lathe  ; they  learn  twelve  main 
handicrafts,  graded  from  the  simplest  to  the  more 
difficult,  and  each  has  to  be  mastered  in  turn. 

.And  here  are  two  typical  results  of  the  training  : — 

A man’s  wife  was  killed  when  his  sight  was  des- 
troyed. But  a little  son  was  left  to  him  and  he  made 
up  his  mind  to  provide  a home  for  the  boy.  So  he 
mastered  Braille,  mastered  shorthand,  mastered 
everything  he  could,  and  when  he  left  Long  Meadow, 
it  was  to  take  up  his  duties  as  instructor  to  appren- 
tices with  his  previous  employers. 

Billy,  a boy  of  thirteen,  was  blinded  by  the 
explosion  of  a hand  grenade,  lost  his  right  hand  and 
part  of  his  arm.  His  people,  mistakenly  but  naturally, 
tried  to  do  everything  for  him,  so  that  when  he  came 
to  America  Lodge  he  did  not  e\’en  feed  himself. 
.After  three  months,  the  AA’arden  reported  ; “ Health 
excellent.  Billy  moves  about  with  great  assurance, 
there  is  a marked  improvement  in  his  general 
behaviour.  Has  made  good  progress  in  Braille,  both 
reading  and  writing,  in  spite  of  his  one  hand.  Is  also 
extremely  good  in  the  workroom.”  Fitted  with  an 
artificial  limb,  Billy  is  now  in  a School  for  the  Blind. 

II.  PLACEMENT  AND  EMPLOYMENT 

(a)  Industrial  Placement. — The  twelve  months 
under  review  have  been  the  most  crucial  in  the 
histor}'  of  placement  of  the  blind  in  industry.  .At 
the  end  of  the  war  we  had  to  ask  ourselves  the 
tpiestion,  “ To  what  e.xtent  can  the  blind  continue 
to  work  efficiently  in  normal  peace-time  industry" 
as  they  did  in  abnormal  war-time  industry-  ? ” A 
statistical  survey,  not  complete  but  as  complete  as 
possible,  made  after  several  months  of  peace,  has 
partially  answered  that  question.  It  told  us  that,  in 
various  areas  of  the  country,  there  had  been  decreases 
of  from  9%  to  33%  in  the  employment  of  the  blind 
in  industry,  but  in  considering  the  higher  percentages, 
we  had  to  bear  in  mind  that,  in  some  areas,  persons 
formerly  employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind  had 
voluntarity  returned  to  the  Workshops,  and  in  other 
agricultural  areas,  idacements  had  been  relatively 
few.  A'dewed  as  a whole,  the  decrease  has  not  been 
serious,  and  as  the  change  over  from  war  to  peace- 
time production  is  now  rapidly  nearing  its  close,  we 
do  not  anticipate  a further  decrease  as  a factor  in  the 
problem. 
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Nevertheless,  wc  recognised  that  the  situation 
called  for  a considerable  strengthening  of  our  Blace- 
ment  Section.  The  war  had  given  the  blind  a golden 
opportunity  for  regular  employment  in  the  nation’s 
industrial  life  and,  backed  by  the  Disabled  Persons 
(Employment)  .Act,  we  did  not  hesitate  to  make  the 
fullest  use  of  that  opportunity. 

Wc  have  now  seven  Placement  Officers,  all  of  them 
partially  sighted  men  who  bring  to  their  task  an 
intimate  knowledge  both  of  the  technique  of  industrial 
employment  and  of  the  technique  of  blindness.  1 he 
Head  of  the  Section  was  a commercial  representatir-e 
who  also  managed  for  two  and  a half  years  a building 
undertaking ; his  assistants  were,  respcctivel\-,  a 
manufacturer’s  agent,  a production-planning  engineer, 
a works  manager,  a works  welfare  officer,  an  assistant 
buj'cr  and  a Home  Teacher  who  n’as  pre\'iously  a 
schoolmaster  and  Ministry  of  Labour  official. 

Peacetime  placement  is  considerabl}'  more  com- 
plicated than  wartime  placement,  which  was  facilitated 
lay  shortage  of  labour  and  the  gigantic  nature  of 
wartime  industry.  It  comprises  research  in  industries 
and  factories  for  suitable  jobs  ; placement  in  tbe 
jobs  when  found ; supervision  of  training  in  the 
factory ; and  after-care,  that  is,  providing  the 
employers  with  “ at  your  service  ” advice  regarding 
the  employment  of  the  blind  in  new  operations  and 
kindred  matters. 

Research  into  industry,  which  this  Institute  has 
conducted  for  many  years,  has  brought  the  number 
of  industrial  processes  capable  of  being  carried  out  by 
blind  or  partially  blind  people  up  to  well  over  500, 
and  the  number  is  being  constantly  added  to.  Here 
is  a typical  case  of  what  happens.  .A  blind  girl, 
after  a course  at  the  Soho  Hospital  for  Women, 
proved  conclusively  her  ability  to  carry  out  tbe  work 
of  a radiographic  dark-room  technician.  Alessrs. 
Kodak  Ltd.  have  co-operated  with  us  in  providing 
a similar  course  of  training  for  five  girls,  three  of 
whom  are  totally  blind.  The  next  step  will  be  the 
actual  placement  of  this  initial  group.  Then  the 
process  may  be  considered  as  one  open  to  the  blind. 

During  the  twelve  months  under  review,  the 
Section  has  made  164  new  placements,  all  of  them 
on  work  which  is  peace-time  in  character. 

Here  are  some  interesting  e.xamples  : — 

A totally  blind  man,  disabled  since  birth  by  a 
deformed  finger  and  thumb  on  each  hand,  is  now  a 
first-class  operative  in  assembling  electric  motors. 

.A  man  lost  his  sight  in  a motor  car  accident.  By 
the  irony  of  fate  he  has  been  found  a job  in  the  motor 
car  industry,  and  is  carrying  out  high  degree  inspec- 
tion of  motor  engines. 

.A  craftsman  in  wood  lost  his  sight  through  enem\- 
action.  He  is  now  back  on  the  bench  making  pre- 
fabricated units  to  relieve  the  house  shortage  also 
caused  by  enenw  action. 


A siugei'  and  dancer  on  the  stage  was  another 
\-ictim  of  the  war  against  civilians.  She  is  now  using 
her  niinhic  lingers  in  the  assembling  of  electric  fires. 

We  ha\-e  airead\-  mentioned  the  successful  place- 
ment of  all  trained  blind  tclcplionists.  All  available 
trained  blind  shorthand-typists  ha\-e  also  been 
placed,  and  we  are  continually  receiving  enquiries  for 
more. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  rehabilitation  carried  out 
at  our  llomes  of  Recovery,  ever3'  effort  is  made  to 
deal  promptly  with  the  placement  of  the  newly  blind 
before  the  psychological  reaction  of  enforced  idleness 
can  have  its  devastating  affect  on  morale. 

In  conclusion,  we  quote  the  following  extract  from 
a letter  addre.ssed  to  us  by  Mr.  M.  Maer,  Managing 
Director  of  M’orld  Moulded  l\Ietal  Co.  Ltd.,  Park 
Roj-al,  who  employs  twenty  blind  operators  on 
Special  Purpose  Capstans  : “ This  is  not  the  first  time 
we  ha^'e  been  able  to  make  comparisons,  and  wherever 
we  have  been  able  to  do  this  where  identical  work  was 
being  done  on  similar  t\’pes  of  machines,  we  have 
alwa3’s  found  that  the  efficiency  of  the  blind  was 
greater  than  that  of  the  sighted.” 

All  our  Placement  work,  which  operates,  so  far,  in 
the  London  and  South-Eastern,  Southern,  South- 
Western,  Eastern  and  North  Midland  Regions  and 
Hull  and  the  East  Riding,  is  carried  on  in  direct 
co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  the  local 
Regional  Officers,  and  the  local  Agencies  for  the 
Blind. 

(b)  Professional  Placement. — During  the  year  we 
have  intensified  our  search  for  a wider  range  of 
professional  and  semi-professional  careers  for  blind 
men  and  women,  whether  educated  to  a professional 
standard  or  becoming  blind  in  adult  life  during  a 
professional  career.  We  have  established  a Pro- 
fessional Placement  and  After-Care  Committee  to 
study  this  problem,  with  power  to  appoint  Group 
Committees  representing  specific  professions  such  as 
music,  the  law,  the  Church,  teaching,  local  government 
and  so  on.  The  Committee  has  already  made  a close 
study  of  the  careers  followed  by  ex-pupils  of  Worcester 
College  and  Chorlevwood  College,  and  tried  realistic- 
ally to  assess  the  reasons  for  success  and  failure.  It 
has  also  decided  to  employ  an  Appointments  Officer 
with  wide  practical  knowledge  of  industrial  and 
professional  life. 

In  some  professions  the  blind  have  already  estab- 
lished their  outstanding  ability,  notably  in  ph3-sio- 
therapy  and  in  music. 

The  skill  of  the  blind  physiotherapist  is  fully 
recognised  by  the  medical  profession.  Doctors  are 
continually  sending  patients  to  our  Alfred  Eichholz 
Memorial  Clinic,  where  nine  blind  ph3^siotherapists 
are  now  employed  on  the  staff.  The  Clinic  has 
recovered  its  pre-war  freshness  and  brightness,  and 
new  apparatus  has  been  installed.  During  the  3'ear 
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4,782  patients  were  treated  and  the  number  of 
treatments  amounted  to  ll,f>lb-  It  **  gratifying  to 
record  that  Sir  Alfred  Webb-Johnson,  Bt.,  K.C.V.D., 
C.B.E.,  D.S.O.,  E.R.C.S.,  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  has  honoured  the  .Association  of 
Certificated  Blind  Masseurs  by  consenting  to  become 
its  President. 

There  have  been  and  are  to-day  many  distinguished 
lilind  musicians — composers,  instrumentalists,  vocal- 
ists, organists,  choirmasters  and  teachers.  Many  of 
them  have  captured  tlie  highest  academic  awards, 
and  several  are  well-known  broadcasters.  We  do  all 
that  we  can  to  assist  blind  musicians.  We  supply 
them  with  the  Braille  music  they  need  ; we  run  an 
Emplo3’ment  Bureau  ; for  the  blind  teacher  of  music 
we  liave  i.ssued  in  Braille  the  Handbook,  compiled 
by  distinguished  blind  musicians,  described  in  our 
last  Report  ; we  provide  blind  candidates  for  the 
diplomas  of  the  Colleges  of  .Music  with  Braille 
transcriptions  of  the  examination  papers.  Three 
scholarships  of  /120  each  for  a year’s  finishing  course 
of  instruction  at  Sir  Sj'dney  id.  Nicholson’s  Ro3'aI 
School  of  Church  .Music  at  Canterbury  are  again 
available  to  blind  organists  and  singers. 

.A  conference  of  thirteen  blind  clerg3'men  convened 
b3'  our  Honorary  Chief  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  Canon 
C.  E.  Bolam,  strongly  affirmed  its  conviction  that  a 
suitably  qualified  blind  man  can  perform  effectively 
the  many-sided  work  of  an  .Anglican  priest.  It 
suggested  the  appointment  of  a number  of  Assistant 
Honorar3''  Chaplains  to  make  known  the  work  of  blind 
clergv'men  in  the  principal  dioceses,  and  other  means 
of  perfecting  training,  securing  titles  and  assisting 
blind  clerg3nnen  to  meet  an3^  special  difficulties  thev 
experience. 

(c)  Employment  in  the  N.I.B’s  Work. — In  carrying 
on  tlie  Institute’s  work  we  emplo3’  100  blind  men  and 
women,  who  render  most  capable  and  devoted  service 
as  administrators,  teachers,  lecturers,  secretaries, 
telephonists,  shorthand  t3’pists,  Braille  transcribers 
and  proof-readers.  Moon  typesetters,  collectors,  etc. 
Our  kiosk  trading  scheme,  emplo3’ing  blind  salesmen, 
is  doing  well,  and  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit, 
we  hope  to  develop  it. 

(d)  Home  Workers. — Blind  Home  Workers’  Schemes 
cover  the  countr\q  and  on  behalf  of  the  Local  .Author- 
ities concerned,  we  administer  the  Scheme  in  Kent, 
Surre3',  Sussex,  Hampshire  and  London  South  of  the 
Thames.  M’artime  contracts  have  naturalh’  ceased, 
but  we  look  back  with  pride  to  the  part  taken  b3-our 
300  blind  Home  M'orkers  in  meeting  the  need  for  war 
supplies.  They  are  now  fully  engaged  in  meeting  tlie 
demand  for  domestic  commodities  which  are  still  in 
such  short  supply,  but  our  difficulties  in  proyiding 
them  with  sufficient  raw  material  have  become  far 
more  acute  since  the  end  of  the  war.  The  year’s 
turnover  of  goods  sold  on  behalf  of  the  Home  Workers, 


Swaging  Drive 'Discs  for  Radio  Plessey  Co  Ltd.) 


Inspection  by  Audible  Comparator  (Sigma  Instrument  Co.  Ltd.) 


Packing  Biscuits  Huntley  & Palmers  Ltd.) 


Drilling  Padio  Set  Piece  Parts  (Philips  Lamps  Ltd.) 

the  blind  in  peace-time  industry 


Armature  Testing  (Electrolux  Ltd.) 


<|nite  ;i|)art  from  tlio  goods  sold  direct  by  tlic'inscl\'cs, 
amounted  to  o\'er 

III.  TECHinCAL  SERVICES 

(a)  Braille  and  Moon  Books  and  Periodicals.  I'lie 
jmblication  of  Braille  books  and  periodicals  is  still 
gra\-ely  hampered  by  the  restrictions  on  ])ai)cr  and 
Inctal  snjjplies,  and  the  impossibilit\-,  under  prc\-ailing 
conditions,  of  augmenting  labour,  e.xtending  machin- 
ery, and  acquiring  additional  factory  s])ace.  In  these 
circumstances,  all  we  have  been  able  to  do  in  develop- 
ing Braille  production  is  to  pre]mre  plans  for  adequate 
expansion  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  and,  mean- 
while, to  adopt  an  interim  policy  of  meeting  the  most 
urgent  demands.  These  are  considerable  : the  schools 
are  clamouring  for  more  text-books  ; the  secondary 
schools  find  it  most  difficult  to  carry  on  their  higher 
studies  without  up-to-date  and  comprehensive 
libraries ; the  Dominions  and  Colonies  are  crying 
aloud  for  books  of  every  kind  ; and  the  liberatecl 
countries  plead  for  almost  anything  to  fill  their 
war-impo\’erished  shelves.  .Above  them  all  looms 
the  demand  of  thou.sands  of  blind  readers  in  this 
countrv  hungry  for  more  and  bigger  periodicals,  the 
latest  fiction,  books  on  questions  of  the  hour,  the 
out-of-print  classics.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the 
transitional  phase  of  Braille  production  will  be 
difficult  and  that  all  our  resources  will  be  strained  to 
the  utmost  for  a long  period. 

At  present  we  are  concentrating  on  educational 
books  ; reprints  of  the  items  in  our  catalogue  most  i7i 
demand  ; the  continuation  of  the  popular  Panda 
Series  of  light  fiction  and  topical  books  ; the  produc- 
tion of  limited  editions  on  aluminium  plates  of 
miscellaneous  books  urgently  needed ; and  the 
meeting  of  all  orders  for  the  twenty-one  Braille  news- 
papers and  magazines  at  present  published,  including 
tho.se  from  former  subscribers  in  liberated  countries. 
We  are  also  revising  our  catalogue  in  order  to  relieve 
it  of  all  out-of-date  items. 

The  following  Braille  production  figures  for  the 
period  under  review  show  a slight  increase  in  literature 
volumes  and  a fairly  large  increase  in  newspapers. 
'I'he  number  of  metal  plates  embossed  increased  by 
over  1,000.  Br.mli.e.  Books:  30,081  volumes, 
8,82.3  pamphlets.  Periodicals  : 323,740  newspapers 
and  supplements,  109,942  magazines  and  supplements. 
Aletal  plates  embossed  : 8,710  (books  and  periodicals). 

During  the  j'ear  a new  Braille  Primer  has  been 
compiled  b^'  Dr.  Ivy  Williams,  and  publication  is  now 
in  hand.  We  shall  also  publish  the  new  Manual  of 
Braille  Shorthand,  the  result  of  a Conference,  con- 
vened b}'  us,  of  Braille  shorthand  teachers  and  blind 
shorthand-typists  whose  task  was  to  modernise  and 
amplify  the  ]iresent  .system.  Many  new  signs  have 
been  added  to  conform  with  modem  office  practice. 

The  output  of  Moon  literature  for  the  past  two 
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years  has  been  the  lowest  on  record  for  many  years. 
\\’e  much  regret  this,  as  the  number  of  readers  is 
steadily  increasing.  The  four  Moon  periodicals  all 
show  increased  circulations,  and  (ibb  copies  of  Moon 
Made  Easy  have  been  supplied.  The  scanty  issue  of 
new  titles  to  the  Moon  lending  libraries  has  apjjre- 
ciably  increased  the  number  of  orders  from  direct 
customers.  It  is  ho])cd  that  the  Moon  Centenary 
Year  of  1947  will  see  a substantial  increase  in  output, 
which  is  still  being  kept  below  50%  of  normal,  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  skilled  staff  for  type-setting. 

We  have  to  con.sider  important  questions  concerning 
the  renewal  of  the  worn-out  fount  of  type  and 
improved  processes  of  production,  involving  heavy 
expenditnre.  Labour  costs  and  prices  of  material 
have  considerably  increased,  so  that  the  production 
of  Moon  literature  will  be  a charge  on  our  Central 
Fund. 

The  year's  production  was : Moon.  Books : 
2,558  volumes,  (),2()0  pamphlets,  cards,  etc.  Periodi- 
cals ; 7,()8K  magazines,  22,837  newspapers.  Pages  of 
type  set : 5,1(53. 

(b)  Braille  Music. — I'he  issue  of  new  Braille  Music 
has  been  necessarily  restricted,  being  confined  to 
some  special  works,  the  pieces  required  by  the  ^•arious 
Examining  Boards,  and  a regular  supply  of  dance 
music.  To  a large  e.xtent  we  have  had  to  make  do 
with  the  music  already  in  stock  before  the  war.  The 
urgency  of  the  demand  made  on  us  by  blind  musicians, 
particularly  those  who  are  professionally  engaged  in 
music,  is  one  of  the  many  reasons  why  we  must 
extend  our  Braille  printing  works  as  soon  as  condi- 
tions— and  the  Government — permits. 

The  year’s  production  was  : — Br.ville  AIusic  : 
797  volumes,  2,307  pamphlets  (equivalent  to  sheet 
music).  Music  plates  embossed  ; 144. 

(c)  Braille  MS.  Books  for  Students. — Our  Students’ 
Library  is  a splendid  example  of  the  r-alue  of  skilfully 
directed  voluntary  work.  It  has  been  built  up  by  the 
labours  of  a band  of  volunteers  who,  having  mastered 
Braille,  devote  themselves  to  producing  Braille 
transcriptions  of  the  books  siiecifically  needed  b\- 
individual  blind  students  for  their  studies.  During 
the  whole  war  period,  despite  manv  other  calls  on 
their  time  and  the  innumerable  difficulties  of  war 
conditions,  they  maintained  the  supply,  and  blind 
students  owe  them  an  immeasurable  debt  of  gratitude. 
That  this  is  appreciated  is  shown  in  many  letters 
which  we  receive.  “ The  last  twenty-one  volumes 
you  sent  me  were  the  crowning  glory  of  the  year, 
and  I would  like  to  say  again  how  much  I appreciate 
the  inestimable  privilege  of  being  a member  of  such 
a wonderful  library,”  writes  a Scottish  student.  ” The 
German  poetry  is  a source  of  absolute  delight  to  me,” 
writes  a new  reader.  A Braille  Society  in  .Australia 
says,  on  behalf  of  a student,  ” He  is  very,  ver\- 
grateful  for  the  great  help  you  are  giving  him.”  “ It 


would  not  have  been  possible  for  .Mr. to  obtain 

tlie  liigli  class  in  iionours  witliont  your  valuable 
help,”  writes  the  Registrar  of  University  College, 
Swansea. 

The  Department  directing  this  work  was  evacuated 
to  Bournemouth  during  the  war.  Last  September  it 
returned  to  our  London  Headquarters.  The  removal, 
however,  did  not  seriously  affect  circulation  and 
production.  During  the  period  under  review,  circula- 
tion amounted  to  d.VoS  volumes,  and  production  to 
729  volumes.  That  transcriiMion  of  these  volumes 
has  been  no  light  task  is  c\-idcnt  from  the  titles  of  a 
few  of  the  new  books  : The  State  and  Revolution  by 
Lenin,  Greek  Philosophy  by  Burnet,  Medical 
Electricity,  The  Agricola  of  Tacitus,  Le  Malade 
Imaginaire  by  .Molierc,  Lehrhuch  der  Deutschen  Spraclie, 
Foundations  of  Wireless  by  Scroggie,  Studies  in  the 
Hegelian  Dialectic  by  McTaggart,  Law  of  Torts  by 
Blackburn  and  George. 

.As  some  of  our  most  skilled  and  prolific  Braillists 
have  recently  been  obliged  to  give  up  the  work  and 
as  the  need  for  students’  books  is  rapidly  growing 
not  onl\-  at  home  but  abroad — requests  ha\'e  already 
rcachcci  us  from  JIalta,  Holland,  Italy,  Denmark, 
Norway  and  .America — we  shall  have  to  seek  and 
train  a large  number  of  new  voluntary  writers.  Plans 
arc  in  hand  for  a " campaign,”  and  will  r-ery  soon 
be  announced. 

During  the  year  115  candidates  applied  for  the 
Braille  certificate,  of  whom  ninety-one  were  successful. 

(d)  Miscellaneous  Braille  Services. — .Apart  from 
providing  books,  our  Braille  AIS.  Department  renders 
many  miscellaneous  Braille  services.  For  instance,  it 
transcribes  many  E.xamination  papers,  e.g.,  208 
sheets  for  0,xford  Locals,  479  for  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge Certificate,  and  smaller  numbers,  augmenting 
the  total  to  1,000  sheets,  for  the  Society  of  .Arts  and 
the  Universities,  etc.  Extracts  from  current  journals 
are  made  for  professional  blind  people,  and  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  blind  people  employed  in 
bu.siness  has  led  to  many  demands  for  telephone  lists, 
trade  brochures,  legal  documents,  etc.,  in  Braille. 

During  the  war,  the  Department,  at  the  request  of 
the  Government,  undertook  the  censorship  of  all 
Braille  letters  and  packets.  On  many  occasions  tlie 
Postal  Authorities  expressed  their  thanks,  but  a 
gratuity,  from  the  Treasury,  of  500  guineas  in  recogni- 
tion of  services  rendered  was  indeed  a pleasant 
surprise. 

(e)  Apparatus. — .A  certain  amount  of  apparatus  is 
essential  to  every  blind  person  who  wishes  to  over- 
come his  handicap.  The  appliances  we  normalty 
supply  range  from  the  adapted  “ aids  ” to  the  daily 
routine,  such  as  watches  and  clocks,  walking  sticks, 
diaries,  note-books,  to  all  kinds  of  educational 
apparatus,  Braille  writing  machines,  games,  trades- 
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men’s  tools,  measures,  and  scores  of  other  “ gadgets.” 
Jiut  as  the  manufacture  of  these  appliances  depends 
on  controlled  materials  and  skilled  labour  which  has 
been  lacking,  there  has  been  throughout  the  war  a 
severe  shortage  in  supply.  The  position  improved  a 
little  during  the  period  under  review,  but  is  still  far 
from  satisfactory,  and  we  can  only  hope  that  a return 
to  normal  jiroduction  will  not  long  be  delayed. 

The  tendency  towards  improvement  is  illustrated 
by  the  following  facts  ; — 

A further  1,501)  alarum  clocks  have  been  obtained 
and  fitted  with  embossed  markings,  meeting  an 
urgent  need  amongst  the  blind  working  in  offices  and 
factories. 

450  Hunter  and  wristlet  watches  have  been  pur- 
chased from  .America  and  .Switzerland,  but  several 
hundreds  more  are  needed  to  meet  outstanding 
orders. 

Satisfactory  supplies  of  embossed  dominoes  and 
playing  cards  have  been  obtained  and  all  needs  met. 

Eor  several  years  past  blind  piano  tuners  have  been 
handicapped  by  our  inability  to  obtain  spring  wedges 
of  a patented  design.  After  much  research  work  by  the 
trade  an  alternative  article  has  been  produced. 

W'e  have  been  able  to  increase  supplies  of  Manilla 
paper  for  blind  writers  and,  in  addition,  to  send 
small  supplies  to  our  customers  overseas. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  portable  typewriters 
used  by  the  blind  have  enabled  us  to  meet  urgent 
demands. 

Despite  the  difficulty  of  procuring  suitable  wood, 
we  have  not  had  to  curtail  supplies  of  white  walking 
sticks,  and  more  than  2,200  were  supplied  last  X'ear. 

One  or  two  new  articles  have  been  designed, 
including  a device  for  taking  measurements  ranging 
from  1/64"  to  V,  a liquid  level  indicator,  and  a 
sectional  white  safety  stick. 

Various  representations  made  by  us  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  reduction  or  abolition  of  purchase  tax 
in  respect  of  articles  for  the  blind  have  been 
successful. 

(f)  Talking  Books. — The  end  of  the  war  made  it 
necessary  for  the  Talking  Books  Department  to 
vacate  its  temporary  premises  over  Great  Portland 
Street  Station  (for  the  use  of  which  we  desire  to 
thank  the  Express  Dairy  Co.),  and  last  October  it 
was  mo\'ed  to  more  spacious  quarters  at  12  Oval 
Road,  Camden  Town.  During  1945  we  were  able  to 
obtain  and  distribute  100  new  Talking  Book  machines, 
but,  a])art  from  these,  second-hand  models  returned 
to  us  were  our  main  source  of  supply  for  new  members 
of  the  Library.  The  number  of  members  is  now  about 
1 ,700,  to  whom  .37,354  book-containers  were  circu- 
lated during  the  year.  The  number  of  recorded  works 
in  the  Library  is  over  500,  half  of  these  having  been 
recorded  in  the  U.S..A. 


The  post-war  problems  now  facing  us  fall  into  four 
main  groups  : (1)  to  obtain  at  least  500  machines  at 
tlie  earliest  possible  moment  for  the  long  waiting  list 
of  applicants  ; (2)  to  expand  our  book  production  in 
accordance  with  such  increase  in  membership  ; (3)  to 
recondition  or  replace  a substantial  number  of 
machines  which  have  done  hard  service  for  several 
\-ears  ; and  (4)  to  overhaul  our  present  stocks  of  books 
and  re-press  manj'  which  are  becoming  badly  worn. 
Tliese  tasks  are  formidable,  especially  as  the  supply 
position,  both  for  instruments  and  records,  is  still 
difficult,  but  we  shall  be  greatly  assisted  in  tackling 
them  by  the  generous  allocation,  from  funds  at  his 
disposal,  by  Lt.-Col.  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  M.P.,  Chairman 
of  our  Sound  Recording  Committee,  of  £10,000  to 
linance  an  “ interim  policy  ” of  sound  recording. 

(g)  Wireless. — Last  year  we  had  to  report  that 
the  radio  manufacturers  were  unable  to  supply  the 
receivers  ordered  by  the  British  \\'ireless  for  the 
Blind  Fund  (initiated  by  us  in  co-operation  with  the 
B.B.C.  in  1928)  as  a result  of  Lord  Woolton’s  broad- 
cast appeal  in  1943.  Early  in  1945,  however,  the 
difficulties  were  overcome,  and  during  the  following 
twelve  months  the  manufacturers  were  able  to 
despatch  4,9(52  sets  which,  with  the  number  of  relays 
installed,  brings  the  total  number  of  sets  supplied  to 
the  blind  up  to  70,827.  After  the  end  of  the  war  the 
fund  was  also  able  to  pass  on  a number  of  gift  sets 
from  wardens’  posts  and  other  organisations. 

Mr.  Christopher  Stone  made  a magnificent  appeal 
last  Christmas  Day,  but  the  response  was  compara- 
tively disappointing  owing  to  its  having  been  broad- 
cast on  the  Home  Programme  only.  Nevertheless, 
the  fund  hopes  to  distribute  an  appreciable  number 
of  sets  this  year,  giving  priority  to  urgent  needs. 

(h)  Mechanical  Research. — Our  IMechanical  Re- 
search Sub-Committee  has  had  under  consideration 
a number  of  modifications  to  existing  apparatus  and 
ideas  for  new  appliances.  The  modifications  include 
improved  Braille  and  Moon  writing  and  Braille 
shorthand  machines,  and  pocket  Braille  writing  and 
arithmetic  frames.  New  appliances  contemplated  are 
a newly  designed  Braille  writing  machine,  precision 
measuring  instruments,  drawing  aids,  and  a magni- 
fying reading  aid  for  the  partially  sighted. 

The  Committee  is  also  considering  ways  and 
means  of  improving  the  methods  of  producing 
embossed  literature  for  the  blind,  with  a view  to 
speeding  up  production,  widening  scope,  and  increas- 
ing output. 

Much  technical  research  into  sound  recording  has 
been  done  since  1939  for  war  purposes,  and  the 
Committee  is  now  making  e\'ery  effort  to  utilise 
these  developments,  in  conjunction  with  its  own 


special  experience,  in  finding  the  best  recording 
instrument  for  the  future. 

IV.  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

The  personal  services  rendered  by  the  Institute 
to  blind  individuals  are  far  too  multifarious  for 
classification.  If  our  readers  can  imagine  everj'thing 
that  they  themselves,  whatever  their  walk  in  life, 
would  need,  if  they  lost  their  sight,  from  advice  on 
travel  to  help  in  running  a business,  then  they  will 
get  some  idea  of  this  branch  of  our  work.  These 
personal  services  do  not  provide  “relief” — that  is 
the  responsibility  of  Local  Authorities — but  they  give 
to  the  blind  that  special  or  extra  help  which  may 
mean  all  the  difference  to  their  welfare. 

The  Head  of  the  Department  is  a blind  lawyer. 
He  therefore  knows  and  understands  all  the  troubles 
and  trials  of  blindness.  He  rightly  attaches  the  most 
vital  importance  to  personal  interviews,  especially 
with  newly  blind  people  and  their  relatives  and 
friends,  who  often  are  more  hard  to  convince  on  the 
proper  steps  to  be  taken  in  overcoming  blindness  than 
the  blind  themselves. 

The  sort  of  questions  he  has  to  answer  are,  “ Am 
I entitled  to  any  financial  assistance  ? ” “ How  do 
I get  a pension  ? ” “I  have  just  started  in  business  ; 
can  you  help  me  to  get  supplies  ? ” " How  do  I get 
a guide  dog  ? ” He  has  frequently  to  deal  with  people 
who  know  absolutely  nothing  of  what  Blind  Welfare 
has  to  offer,  and  he  is  a confidant  in  purely  personal 
matters  which  call  for  much  thought  and  infinite  tact. 
Sometimes  during  the  past  year  he  has  been  unable, 
with  all  his  good  will,  to  give  the  help  required.  How 
can  he  provide  housing  accommodation  ? But  more 
often  than  not  he  has  been  able  to  do  something, 
and  the  posers  propounded  in  his  post  bag  have  been 
happily  varied  with  many  letters  of  thanks  : “ I am 
very  grateful  for  the  financial  support.”  " I am  sure 
that  without  your  help  my  shop  would  never  have 
been  opened.”  " I and  my  Committee  greatly  appre- 
ciate all  that  has  been  done,  which  will  mean  so  much 
to  this  young  man’s  future.”  “ My  sincere  gratitude 
for  the  help  you  were  able  to  give  to  this  old  lady 
over  a period  of  years.” 

Grants  have  been  made  by  the  Department  to 
young  men  and  women  studying  at  the  University  : 
law  students  have  been  helped  with  the  cost  of 
Articles  ; masseurs  have  been  provided  with  equip- 
ment and  maintenance  grants  until  they  get  on  their 
feet. 

A variety  of  grants  have  been  made  for  purposes 
not  normally  undertaken  by  the  Local  .A.uthorities, 
but  if  necessarv  in  co-operation  with  them  or  with 
local  Agencies.  A young  man  was  enabled  to  start 
in  business,  assistance  was  given  to  two  poultry 
keepers,  a number  of  medical  and  ophthalmic  fees 
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were  ixiitl,  people  just  starLiiig  jobs  were  given  a 
liel])ing  hand,  two  men  were  assisted  witli  the  pur- 
cliase  of  their  business  premises,  lielp  was  given  for 
the  purchase  of  a tuning  connection.  In  smaller 
things,  too,  the  Department  has  rendered  assistance- 
in  meeting  the  cost  of  typing  lessons,  a salesmanship 
course,  sending  a son  to  a Sea  School,  helping  to 
replace  a stolen  saxophone,  meeting  an  outstanding 
debt,  n])keep  of  agarden,  guiding  lees,  watch  rc]5airs — 
and  in  numberless  letters  of  advice  and  guidance. 

.\  special  fund  founded  by  our  President,  Capt. 
Sir  Beachcroft  Towse,  V.C.,  attends  to  the  needs  of 
blind  e.\-Ser\-ice  men  ineligible  for  St.  Dunstan's 
and  their  blind  dependents,  and  last  j'ear  dealt  with 
.')4il  cases,  of  whom  ninct\--one  were  new  applicants. 

There  is  no  class  of  people  more  in  need  of  individual 
attention  and  ])ersonal  service  than  those  who  are 
deaf  as  well  as  blind.  Several  of  our  services — talking 
books,  wireless,  music — cannot  reach  them  ; they  are 
cut  off  from  nearly  all  of  the  trades,  industries  and 
professions  open  to  the  blind  who  can  hear  ; they  are 
deprived  of  most  of  the  social  pleasures.  To  hel]3 
them  effectively  is  assuredly  a most  difficult  task, 
but  our  Deaf-Blind  Snb-Committee,  which  we  ha\-e 
reconstituted,  will  take  every  step  in  its  ]5owcr  to 
make  life  more  bearable  to  those  “ behind  the  dark 
and  silent  facade.” 

V.  PKOVISION  OF  HOMES 

The  provision  of  Homes  for  the  Blind,  of  all  kinds, 
in  all  jiarts  of  the  country,  is  one  of  the  most  urgent 
duties  of  Blind  Welfare  to-day,  but  the  present 
])roblems  concerning  housing,  domestic  staffs  and 
other  relative  matters  render  it  one  of  the  most 
difficult.  Nevertheless,  a survey  which  we  made 
recently  shows  that  whereas  in  193!)  there  were 
thirty-seven  permanent  and  holiday  Homes  for  the 
Blind  in  this  country,  to-day  there  are  seventy-three 
Homes,  Hostels  or  Residential  Clubs.  W'c  know  of 
twenty  further  instances  of  premises  being  acquired 
or  money  earmarked  for  similar  purposes  and  of 
another  twenty-five  projects  which  are  as  yet 
indefinite.  These  figures  show  that  very  real  efforts 
are  being  made  by  Local  Authorities  and  Voluntary 
-Agencies  to  solve  this  pressing  problem,  and  during 
the  period  under  review  we  encouraged  them  as  far 
as  we  could  by  making  substantial  money  grants 
towards  the  cost  of  new  Homes,  e.g.,  to  the  Northern 
Counties  -Association  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Lindsey, 
Brighton,  Harrogate,  and  Cambridgeshire  Societies 
for  the  Blind.  \Ve  hope  to  continue  to  render  this 
assistance  when  we  are  satisfied  that  the  projected 
Homes  are  in  accordance  with  modern  requirements, 
and  we  are  preparing  a Bulletin  with  jvlans  ancl 
suggestions  for  the  guidance  of  Authorities  and 
Societies  contemplating  the  purchase  or  building  of 
Homes. 


The  Institute  has  ten  Residential  or  Holiday  Homes 
and  Hostels.  They  have  been  full  throughout  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  the  Convalescent  and 
Holiday  Home  at  St.  Leonards,  clo.sed  owing  to 
damage  from  bombing,  and  the  Children's  Holiday 
Home  and  School  Journey  Centre  at  New  Romney, 
taken  over  by  the  Admiralty  during  the  war.  Repairs 
to  both  arc  being  expedited. 

Our  Home  at  Scarborough  was  unable  fully  to 
revert  to  its  original  status  as  a Holiday  Home,  as 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  it  still  had  to  accom- 
modate cvacueees,  but  it  was  able  to  entertain  more 
than  190  holiday  visitors,  and  this  year  will  provide 
a seaside  holiday  for  all  the  residents  at  our  1 larrogatc 
Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind. 

Experience  at  the  Harrogate  Home  has  jiroved  to 
us  that  one  of  the  best  ways  of  helping  the  deaf-blind 
is  to  provide  them  with  a comfortable  home  staffed 
by  people  expert  in  their  special  problems.  Accord- 
ingly, we  shall  shortly  be  opening,  in  co-operation 
with  the  National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers’  League,  a new 
Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind  at  Hoylake,  and  are  giving 
all  possible  ])riority  to  the  establishment  of  another 
Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind  in  the  South  of  England. 

Our  Residential  Homes  at  Hove  and  Leamington 
have  continued  as  happy,  restful  homes,  in  the  best 
sen.se  of  the  word,  for  a number  of  elderly  blind  women, 
and  our  Home  at  A’entnor,  in  charming  surroundings, 
has  accommodated  married  coiqdes  and  single  persons 
retired  from  professional  life. 

Our  temporary  Home  at  Totteridge  has  had  ten 
residents  and  Kid  holiday  guests  during  the  year. 

The  Hostel  at  Wimbledon,  run  by  us  in  co-operation 
with  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  has  provided  twenty- 
three  blind  industrial  employees  with  a pleasant 
home,  and  another  Hostel  which  we  have  opened  in 
Bayswater  accommodates  ten  blind  residents. 

The  Homes  of  Recovery  have  been  described 
under  Rehabilitation. 

VI.  PROPAGANDA  AND  INFORMATION 

Our  propaganda  relative  to  Blind  Welfare  takes 
two  directions.  At'hile  keeping  the  general  public 
acquainted  with  the  nature  and  re.sults  of  the  activities 
which  owe  so  much  to  its  generous  support,  we  have 
in  various  ways  to  promote  understanding  of  the 
blind  and  overcome  the  reluctance  of  people  with 
sight  to  realise  that  well-adjusted,  well-educated  and 
well-trained  blind  men  and  women  can  plaj-  their 
part  in  the  social  economy.  We  also  try  to  provide 
all  concerned  in  Blind  Welfare  with  information 
which  will  help  them  in  their  work.  From  time  to 
time  we  issue  Bulletins  on  different  a.spects  of  the 
work,  and  our  letterpress  magazine,  The  N^eie' 
Beacon,  is  the  recognised  organ  of  Blind  Welfare, 
constituting  an  open  forum  for  free  discussion.  .A 
striking  feature  of  this  paper  is  the  number  of  excellent 


contributions  by  blind  writers.  Tlicrc  is  a big  demand 
for  a Braille  edition,  and  this  will  be  issued  immediately 
the  publishing  position  eases. 

For  the  benefit  of  all  eiupiirers  and  visitors  from  all 
parts  of  the  countr}-  and  o\-erseas,  we  run  an  Informa- 
tion Bureau  and  maintain  a Library  of  publications 
relative  to  the  blind  and  a Museum  of  “ Blindiana.” 
Our  popular  Braille  monthly,  Progress,  includes  a 
Question  Bo.\,  in  which  the  queries  of  subscribers  are 
answered,  and  a Correspondence  Section  for  the  inter- 
change of  views  by  the  blind,  while  all  Departments  of 
the  Institute  arc  always  ready  to  supply  information 
on  matters  coming  within  their  jurisdiction. 

VII.  CO-OPERATION 

(a)  At  Home. — Several  passages  of  this  Report 
have  illustrated  some  of  the  ways  in  which  we 
co-operate  with  Local  .Vuthorities  and  Voluntary 
Agencies  for  the  Blind.  A glance  at  the  construction 
of  our  Council  given  on  page  4 will  show  how  fully 
representative  it  is  of  the  national  and  local  bodies 
concerned  with  Blind  W’elfare,  while  the  table  on 
page  30  proves  how  widespread  and  effective  is  the 
co-operation  between  the  Institute  and  other  Societies 
in  collecting  funds  to  carr}’  on  their  work.  To  consoli- 
date and  e.vtend  this  co-operation  until  British  Blind 
Velfare  is  welded  into  a complete  and  haianonious 
whole,  able  to  give  the  ma.ximum  amount  of  equable 
.service  to  the  blind  throughout  the  country,  is  our 
most  earnest  desire. 

(b)  Within  the  Empire. — Our  Empire  Development 
Committee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Sir  Bernard 
Reilly,  K.C.M.G.,  represents  the  Institute,  the 
Colonial  Office  and  the  British  Council.  Its  main 
function  during  the  past  year  has  been  to  form  plans 
to  assist  the  growth  of  Blind  Welfare  in  the  Colonies. 
As  a consequence  of  these  plans,  the  Committee  will 
send  a team  of  three  investigators,  between  July, 
1!)4(3  and  February,  1047,  to  Cyprus,  Aden,  Kenya, 
Liganda,  Tanganyika,  Zanzibar,  Nyasaland,  Northern 
Rhodesia,  Sierra  Leone,  Gold  Coast,  and  Nigeria. 
Before  beginning  this  tour  they  will  visit  Egypt  to 
study  methods  of  pre\'cnting  blindness  in  that 
country. 

During  the  year  we  have  been  able  to  make  contacts 
with  work  in  many  parts  of  the  Colonial  Empire. 
We  sent  Braille  literature  and  apparatus  to  a School 
for  the  Blind  in  Penang,  Malaya,  which  did  gallant 
work  during  the  Japanese  occupation  ; we  equipped 
a Braille  Reading  Room  and  Centre  for  the  Blind  in 
i\Iauritius ; we  arranged  a course  of  training  for  the 
Salvation  Army  officers  now  in  charge  of  the  .'Vrmy’s 
School  for  the  Blind  in  Nairobi ; we  are  meeting  half 
the  cost  of  training  a teacher  from  Ceylon,  and  have 
guaranteed  the  cost  of  training  a young  blind  Cyjn'iolc 
in  piano  tuning  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  ; in 
co-operation  with  the  London  School  of  Economics 


we  arranged  a course  of  visits  to  London  Schools  and 
Workshops  for  the  Blind  for  members  of  the  University 
Department  of  Colonial  Studies. 

(c)  With  Foreign  Countries. — Similarly,  our  con- 
tacts with  foreign  countries  have  been  hapjiily 
renewed.  Last  November  one  of  our  representativ'es- 
a blind  man — visited  Paris,  and  arrangements  were 
completed  for  a party  of  twenty  F'rench  blind  children 
to  spend  a period  of  si.x  mon{hs  recuperation  as  the 
guests  of  St.  Vincent's  School  for  the  Blind,  Liverpool. 
The  cost  of  their  stay  in  England  is  being  met  jointly 
by  the  Institute  and  the  .American  F'oundation  for 
the  Blind — yet  another  result  of  the  fruitful  co-opera- 
tion W'hich  has  e.xisted  for  many  years  between  the 
Institute  and  its  American  counterpart.  Another 
consequence  of  our  contact  with  Erance  was  our 
arrangement  of  a tour  of  English  schools  and  institu- 
tions for  the  blind  by  a blind  representative  of  the 
P'rench  Ministry  of  Education. 

In  no  country  is  the  situation  of  the  blind  more 
serious  than  in  Poland,  and  W'e  have  been  in  touch 
with  U.N.R.R.A.  relative  to  the  despatch  of  special 
equipment  to  these  terribly  stricken  people.  We 
have  also  co-operated  with  U.N.R.R.A.  in  connection 
with  the  blind  of  Greece.  One  of  our  Placement 
Officers  who  spent  si.x  months  in  Greece  last  year  to 
advise  the  authorities  on  the  welfare  of  the  blind, 
has  now  joined  the  U.N.R.R..\.  Rehabilitation 
Centre  in  Athens  for  a further  two  years.  We  have 
been  asked  by  the  British  Red  Cross  to  send  a similar 
adviser  to  the  British  zone  of  Germany. 

Apparatus  and  music  ha\-e  been  sent  to  Norway, 
and  apparatus  to  Holland  ; blind  members  of  the 
Partisans  in  Italy  have  been  supplied  with  Braille 
literature ; and  by  establishing  an  International 
Contacts  Eund  we  have  met  the  most  pressing  needs 
of  Societies  for  the  Blind  in  foreign  countries  unable 
to  secure  exchange  currency. 

W'e  have  had  great  pleasure  in  welcoming  many 
visitors  from  countries  both  near  and  far,  e.xtending 
from  China  to  Me.xico.  Thej^  have  obviousl}'  been 
keenly  interested  in  our  work,  and  one  remark  made 
by  our  visitor  from  Mexico  should,  we  think,  be 
]3assed  on  to  our  supporters.  He  was  a widely 
travelled  man,  and  after  he  had  been  shown  round 
the  Institute  by  our  blind  host,  Mr.  Sharp,  he  said  to 
him  : " This  is  the  Institution  which  does  most  for 
the  help  of  the  blind.” 

VIII.  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

It  is  not  yet  certain  how  far  our  work  for  preventing 
blindness  in  this  country  will  be  affected  by  the 
forthcoming  National  Health  Service.  Meanwhile, 
we  have  reconstituted  our  Prevention  of  Bliudne.ss 
Committee  as  follows  ; five  members  of  our  Council, 
two  members  of  the  Joint  Blind  Welfare  Committee 
of  the  Local  .Authorities’  .Associations,  fnx  members 


Making  an  Embossed  Map  for  the  Blind 


Fixing  Braille  Dials  on  Alarm  Clocks  for  the  Blind 


nominated  by  the  Faculty  of  Ophthalmologists — the 
newly  formed  representative  body  of  ophthalmic 
surgeons — the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Senior  Medical 
Inspector  of  Factories,  and  a member  of  the  Ministry’s 
Advisory  Committee  on  Ophthalmic  Research.  A 
statement  is  being  prepared  of  the  principles  which 
the  Committee  consider  should  govern  research 
policy,  emphasising  the  importance  attached  to  such 
work  by  Local  Authorities. 

During  the  year  we  put  the  whole  question  of  the 


definitions  of  blindness  before  the  Faculty  of  Ophthal- 
mologists. Its  conclusion,  rather  surprisingly,  is  that 
the  existing  dual  definition,  medical  and  industrial, 
should  be  retained  for  the  present.  Although  this 
definition  has  been  administratively  incon\-enient  and 
conducive  to  statistical  anomalies,  we  have  accepted 
the  decision.  None  the  less,  it  would  be  a real  service 
to  Blind  Welfare  if  a new  definition  which  is  logical, 
practical,  and  related  to  present-daj-  conditions  and 
needs,  could  be  devised. 


TO  OUR  HELPERS  OF  ALL  KINDS 


-\11  the  work  which  we  have  described  owes  its 
being  to  voluntary  support.  To  you  who  read  this 
Report,  to  every  one  of  our  friends  who  has  so 
generously  served  the  blind  by  donation,  gift  or 
personal  service,  we  offer  our  heartfelt  thanks. 

While  the  blind  are  with  us,  their  friends  will  be 
with  us,  and  we  know  that  all  of  you,  to  the  best  of 
your  ability,  will  continue  to  give  your  help  to  the 


sightless.  Amongst  the  Forms  which,  for  your 
convenience,  we  enclose  with  this  Report,  we  par- 
ticularly draw  your  attention  to  the  Covenanted 
Subscription  Form,  which  nearly  doubles  the  value  of 
an  annual  subscription,  and  the  Form  of  Bequest, 
which  enables  a helper  of  the  blind  to  be  their  helper 
even  after  death. 


TWO  BENEFACTORS 


Before  closing  this  Report  we  have  to  record,  with 
great  sorrow,  the  death  of  two  outstanding  benefactors 
of  work  for  the  blind  : James  Henly  Batty,  a member 
of  our  Council  for  twenty-two  years  and  Hon. 
Ireasurer  of  the  Institute,  whose  munificent  gifts  and 
wise  guidance  will  long  be  remembered  with  grati- 


tude ; and  Viscount  Southwood  of  Fernhurst,  a 
Vice-President  of  the  Institute  and  Hon.  Treasurer 
of  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund,  who 
endeared  himself  to  us  as  much  by  his  charming 
modesty  and  deep  interest  as  by  his  generosity. 


OO 


OUR  NEW  CHAIRMAN 


\\V  are  liapp)’  to  amuiiuice  tliat  (leiicral  Sir 
Hastings  Ismay,  tt.C.Jt.,  C.H.,  lias  acccjilod 

oiir  unanimous  invitation  to  assume  the  Cliairmanshi]) 
of  the  Institute’s  t'ouncil.  Our  new  Chairman  will 
thus  succeed  our  greatly  lo\Td  and  deejdy  honoured 
Sir  Beachcroft  Towse,  V.C.,  and  we  are  most  happj' 
to  think  that  a man  who  ])laycd  such  an  important 
part  in  winning  the  war  will  now  throw  his  weight 


and  influence  into  (he  coiuiuest  ol  blindness. 

In  the  period  between  Sir  Beachcroft’s  retirement 
and  the  appointment  of  our  new  Cliairinan,  Mr. 
Henry  J.  Wagg,  who  has  devoted  the  greater  |)art 
ol  his  life  to  Blind  Welfare,  has  been  our  .Acting 
Chairman,  and  we  wish  to  jilace  on  record  our  warm 
appreciation  of  the  services  he  has  rendered  to  the 
Institute. 


JVe  desire  to  place  on  record  our  highest  appreciation  of  the  untiring  work  of  the  Secretary-General  and  his 
hardworking  staff,  during  a year  in  which  there  have  been  all  the  difficidties  of  a transitional  period  from  war  to 
peace. 

And  the  Blessing  of  God  Almighty  be  upon  you. 

STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

BALANCE  SHEET,  31st  MARCH,  1946 


LlABtLITlES 

C s.  a. 


Capital  Account 
General  Purposes  Fund — 
Deficit  at  1st  April,  1945 — 
Add:  Net  Additions  to  Fixed 
Assets,  Us%  Deprecialjoii 
transferred  to  Capital  Ac- 
count and  transfer  to  Rein- 
statement and  Development 
Reserve  


£,rss ; LrpactVs — 

General  Purposes  ...  ...65,205  11 

Specifically  Appropriated  ...  75,994  14 


L s. 
920,262  12 


10,014 


F'kkehold  Phoperty- 
General 
Endowment 


£ 8.  d.  £ s.  d. 


7S,766  13 

2,000  0 


0 


: Balance  from  General 
Charity  Fund  Account 


L«s  ; Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind 
Babies  & Children,  Surplus 

at  1st  April,  1945  41,013 

Add:  Legacies 

General  Purposes  ...  4,510 


160,555  IS  3 
170.570  3 S 

- 141,200  5 10 
29,369  17  10 
IS, 007  12  1 

1 1 .362  5 9 


At  cost  or  at  valuation  when  given  to 
the  Institute,  /«s  amounts  written  off. 
Leasehold  Property — 

At  cost,  less  amounts  written  off 

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Equipment — 

General £17,129  0 11 

Endowment  ...  358  10  6 


SO, 736  13  5 


At  cost,  or  as  valued  independently  in 
1935,  less  Depreciation. 

Investments  at  cost,  or  as  valued  at 
date  of  receipt — 

General  Purposes  .. 

Specifically  Appropriated  (includ'ng 
£2,200  14s.  8d.  subject  to  charges) 
F.ndowraents  ...  £36,473  15  11 

I'hidowmeiits  Specifi- 
cally Appropriated  49,099  16  10 


34.S01 


17.4S7  11  5 


133,025  10  8 


557,160 

144,473 


G 2 
3 4 


8.5,573  12  9 


Specifically  .Appropriated  4,285  IS  5 


Less:  Net  .Additions  to  h'ixed 
Assets,  less  Depreciation 
transferred  to  Capital  Ac- 
count, and  transfer  to  Re- 
instatement and  Develop 
meiit  Reserve 


49,809  5 2 


Add  : Balance  from  General 

Charity  Fund  Account  ...  5,972 


20,936  12 
28,872  13 
7 


34,845  0 8 


Reinstatement  and  Develop.ment  Re- 
serve 

Home  Industries  Department  Reserve 

Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances 

Note  on  Leasehold  Property — 

One  property  has  been  destroyed  by 
enemy  action,  for  which  a claim  ba« 
been  made  under  the  War  Damage 
Act,  1941. 


23,482  1 -1  1 1 


125,000 

1,750 


0 0 
0 0 

126,750  0 

85,960  12 


(iucludins  I nveslmnils  of  the  SititsJiine 
Fund  for  Hlind  Babirs  and  Childim 
iolallinq  £7],e9\  19s.  7d.) 

Reinstatement  and  Devei.opmf.nt  and 
Home  Industries  Reserves; — 
Investments  ...  . . 

Stock  as  Valued  by  Omicials  of  the. 
Institute: — 

Publications  

Apparatus  ...  . . 

General  Stores,  etc.  

Kiosk  Supplies  ...  

Home  Industries  ... 

Sundry  Debtors  {less  Reserve  for  Doubtful 
Debts)  

Deferred  Charges  and  Prepaid 
Expenses 

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand  ... 


3 
1 1 


126,750  0 0 


12,250 

6,664 

9,248 

1,613 

5,7.59 


6 9 
15  Ui 


.51,46.5  4 


9,442  4 

13,000  7 


£1,156,426  0 3 


£1,156.426  C 


W.  L.  PL.ATTS, 


A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  lYo'l’wrr/'Trras^mTl 
We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet  is  properly 
drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  tlie  Institute’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the 
explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Institute. 


Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2. 
4th  July,  1946. 


JACKSGN,  PIXLEV  & CO.. 


Chattered  Accountants, 

A uditors. 


Paife  -3 


GENERAL  CHARITY  FUND 

Income  and  Expenditure  Account  lor  the  Year  ended  3Ist  March,  1946 


ExI'ENDITUKK  C S- 
BRAtLiE  AND  Other  Puducaitons 


Dei-jcit  

Apparatus  Account  Deficit 
Expenditure  on  Homks  and  Schools— 


Pln-siotherapy  School 

...  10,714 

12 

6 

Blind  Babies  Homes 

...  24,830 

9 

2 

■ Chorleywood  College 

...  10,932 

14 

1 1 

Other  Homes 

...  18,360 

19 

0 

Court  Grange  Special  School 

...  7,256 

15 

6 

Homes  for  War  Blinded 

8.928 

16 

6 

Worcester  College  Deficit  (5^<*pase 

27)  

Worcester  College — Grant  for  Cap- 
ital Purposes 

Payments TOTiiE  Blind — 

Wages,  etc.,  of  Bliiul 
engaged  in  Raising 

Revenue  ...  ...  14  4 

Augmentation  of  Wages 
paid  to  Blind  (includ- 
ing Wages  and  ex- 
pensesof  theirsighted 

guides)  5,431  1 1 d 

Higher  Rdutiaiion  and 
Training  I*€cs  ...  1,802  13  0 
Assistance  and  other 
expenses  on  behalf  of 
Blind  Persons  ...  24,94/  19  lo 

32,182  4 4 

Grants  to  Societies  for  the  Blind  ...  4.256  6 2 


Placf.ment  in  Industry 
Prevention  of  Blindness  ... 


C s.  d. 

9.030  1 7 

6.031  16  2 


81,024  7 7 
1,965  10  8 
240  2 3 


42,452  4 in 
3,666  17  8 
638  2 6 


Unification  Agreements — 

Amounts  distributed  under  Agree- 
ment— 

To  National  Library 

for  the  Blind  ...14,161  ii  6 

To  Other  Partieipat* 

ingSocieties  114,909  6 lo 


Amounts  returned  to  Societies  con- 
ducting collections 

Collections  made  on  behalf  of  other 
Societies  

Cost  of  Raising  Revenue — 

Salaries  and  Wages,  etc.,  Sighted  ... 
Wages  and  Allowances,  Blind  {see 
\Vages,  etc.,  under  “Payments  to 
the  Blind”  above). 

Printing,  Stationery,  Advertising, 
Postage  and  Telephone 
Rent,  Rates,  Insurance,  Fuel,  Light, 
Cleaning  and  Repairs 
Collecting  Boxes,  Bazaars,  Lectures, 

Flag  Days,  etc 

Proportion  of  Head  Office  Expenses 
charged  to  Raising  Revenue 

Cost  of  Management — 

Salaries  and  Wages  including  Insur- 
ance, Blind  and  Siglited  

Printing,  Stationery,  Advertising  and 
Postage 

Alterations,  Repairs  and  Maintenance 
Kent,  Rates,  Insurance,  Telephone, 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 

Travelling  and  other  Expenses 

OriiER  Expenses — 

Benevolent  Allowances  

Audit  Fee,  Legal  and  Professional 

Charges  

Pension  Scheme  Contribution 
War  litnergency  and  A.R.P.  Expenses 
Miscellaneous  ... 

Legacies  Transferred  to  Balance 
Sheet — 

General  Account  

Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and 
Children  

Depreciation  and  Amortisation — 

Freeholds  an<l  Leaseholds  

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  ICquipment 


129,070  7 4 
8,136  3 1 

378  1 4 2 

137,585  4 7 

27,172  13  10 


4,228  17  11 
2,204  11  8 

7,195  1 5 
4,406  10  8 


L5,2(i7  15  6 


4,641  4 11 

541  9 2 

930  16  3 

1,229  1 3 

1,012  5 6 

8,354  17  1 

374  10  0 

612  3 9 
4,039  19  10 
1,531  14  11 
602  19  1 


65,2t)5  1 1 2 

4.510  3 6 

69,715  14  8 

3,960  10  5 
925  12  5 


4,886  2 10 


Income  C s* 
SunscRiPTiONS,  Donations  and  Col- 
lections— 

Subscriptions,  Donations  and  Appeals  70,380  17  0 

Collections,  including  Flag  Days  ...  230,782  19  7 

Receipts  on  behalf  of  other  Societies 

— Contra  3"^  1-1  2 

Allocation  from  Greater  London  Fund  20,475  0 o 

Allocations  from  Blind  Societies  under 

Collecting  Agreements  9,219  9 4 


Miscellaneous  ...  ...  

Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents 
Amounts  Received  in  Respect  of — 

Physiotherapy  School  

Blind  Babies  Homes 

Chorleywood  College 

Other  Homes  ...  

Court  Grange  Special  School 
Homes  for  War  Blinded  


10,496  16  0 

11,167  18  1 

10,060  17  10 
8,595  13  1 

4,314  11  7 

1,548  7 8 


Home  Industries  .Account  Surplus... 

Hichholz  Clinic  Surplus  

General  Legacies  

Less  Publicity  


73,803  8 11 
4,087  14  3 


C s.  d. 


331,237  0 1 

4,936  14  3 

18,722  15  3 


46,184  4 3 
1,091  15  5 
52  1 4 


69,715  14  8 
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Carried  forward 


£417,960  5 6 


Carried  forward  ...  471,940 


Expenditukk 

Brought  forward 
Rei.vstatement  anp  Deviclopmen  r 
Reserve — 

tleiicral  Account  

Sunshine  Bund  for  Blind  Babies  and 
Children  

Balances  Carried  to  Balance  Sheet — 

General  Account  

Sunshine  Fund  for 
Blind  Babies  and 

Children  £7,680  11  8 

Less  Allocation,  Chor- 
leywood  College  and 
Worcester  College  ...  1,708  4 0 


GENERAL  CHARITY  FUND  {cntuinm.i) 

£ s.  d.  I 5.  d.  Income 

417,060  S 6 


Brought  forward  471,040  5 


s.  d 
5 :i 


20,000  0 0 
10,000  0 0 

18,007  12  1 


80,000  0 0 


28,070  10  0 
4471,040  5 8 


£471,040  5 8 


ARMITAGE  MEMORIAL  FUND 

HxPENuiruRR  £ s.  d. 

To  National  Iiulitute  for  tlie  Blind  General  Charity 

Fund  Account  (hiL-luded  in  Dividends,  Interest  and  By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 


Income 


Rents) 


122  0 0 
£122  0 0 


CIolliw<jrkers 


ARMITAGE  FUND  FOR  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  BLIND  WRITERS 


Expenditure 

To  Amounts  paid  to  and  Services  on  behalf  of  Blind 

Writers  ...  ...  

Surplus  taken  to  National  Institute  for  the  Blind — 
General  Charity  Fund  Account  


Expenditure 

To  General  Charity  Fund  for  General  Purposes 

General  Charity  Fund  for  Assistance  to  Nencssilous 
Blind 

(The  above  items  are  included  in  General  Charity 
Fund — National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  under 
Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents) 

London  Association  for  the  Blind 


£ s.  d. 

2 S (i  4 
78  19  1 

‘ I <15  5 5 


BAILEY  BEQUEST 

C s.  d. 


251  4 lu 

25-1  4 I'J 

511  I R .S 
£559  6 4 


By  Dividends  on  Investinetii 


F.xpenuiturr 

To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind — General  Charily 
Fund  Account  (included  in  Dividends,  Interest 
and  Rents) 


SALOMON’S  BEQUEST 

f s.  d. 

By  Dividends  on  Investment 

497  0 0 
£497  1)  U 


To  Cash  *l  Bank,  1st  April,  1945  ... 

Amount  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Clolhworkers 


LEEDS  EMBOSSED  BOOKS  FUND 

£ 5^.  d.  Payments 

Bh)  7 6 By  Amount  expenth.'d  on  goods  supplied  lo  Leeds  Insli- 


lulion 

47  17  lU  Cash  at  Bank,  31st  March,  1946... 


£ s.  d 


122 

£122 


0 Q 
0 0 


Income 

By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Clothworkcrs  ... 


£ 

105 


s.  d. 
5 5 


£105 


r 

559 


s.  d. 
6 4 


£559  6 4 


£ 

497 


s.  d. 
U 0 


£497  0 0 


£ s.  d 


27 

120 


19  4 
6 U 


£148 


£148 


Note. — The  Capital  Slock  of  this  Fund  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkcrs,  and  the  dividends  received  and  paid  over 
by  them  are  for  the  stipply  of  Braille  Literature,  etc  , for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  of  Leeds  and  District. 

THE  HENRY  STAINSBY  MEMORIAL  GIFT  FUND  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Receipts  r j.  Payments  * s.  d 

ToCash  at  Bank,  1st  April,  1945  301  12  1 By  Amounts  expended  on  Gifts  ’2  8 2 

Dividends  on  Inveslmeiii  63  5 4 Cash  at  Bank,  31st  March,  1946  363  10  2 

Deposit  Interest 1 U 11 


\ National  InstilnU  fot  the  Blind. 


£365  18  4 

W.  L.  PL.ATTS,  Member  of  Conneii, 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Honorary  Ti easurer. 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  witli  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Fund,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  in  arcordance  therewith, 
and  in  our  opinion  correct.  JACKSON,  PIXLEV  & CO., 

Chartered  Accountants,  .Auditors.  Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  Ii.C.2.  4th  Julv,  1946. 

Note.  The  Capital  Stock  of  the  Fund,  £1,807  14s.  2d.  3J%  Coiuvision  L'lan  Inscribed  Slock,  is  held  in  trust  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  BIiihI 

Owing  to  the  need  for  economy  in  paper,  a number  of  subsidiary  accounts  published  in  previous  years,  the  net 
result  of  which  appears  in  the  General  Charity  Fund  Account,  are  again  omitted.  Details  of  these  accounts  will 
gladly  be  given  on  request. 
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THE  MOON  SOCIETY 
Balance  Sheet,  31st  March,  1946 


Liadimties 

•C  s.  <1.  _ _£  s.  d. 

Capital  Account 27,742  14  I 

General  Purposes  Fund  : — 

Balance  at  1st  April,  1945  0 1 

Less  : Net  Additions  to  Fixed  Assets, 
less  Depreciation  transferred  to 
Capital  Account  1,220  9 6 

S39  10  7 

Less:  Deficit  from  General  Charity 

Fund  Account  ...  ...  --  ‘1-1 


Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balanres 


1 ,56S  1 S 


£29,72S  7 0 


Assets 

Freehold  Property  i At  Cost,  less 
Printing  Machinery  • amounts  written  off 
Furniture  and  Fittings 
(at  cost  less  Depreciation) 

Investments — 

General  Purposes  ...  ...  • • • 

Fndowments  Specifically  Appropriated 


c s.  d. 
1,771  9 5 
H94  19  10 
5 0 0 


22.603  in  5 
2,667  14  5 


Stock  as  valued  by  Officials  of  the  Society 
Sundry  Debtors,  less  Reserve  for  Doubtful 

Debts  

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand 


C s.  d. 


2,471  9 3 


25,271  4 10 

1,270  14  I 

557  18  9 
157  0 I 


429,728  7 0 


W.  L PLA-n-S  ^Icmb.r  of  Council  I ImiiluU  for  the  Uiind. 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Honorary  rreasurcr  ) •' 

We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet 
is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  Society’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  infonuation  and 
the  explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Society.  JACKSON.’PIXLEY  & CO., 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  F C.2.  Chartered  Accoitnlanls, 

4rH  July,  1946.  Auditors. 


THE  MOON  SOCIETY 

Publications  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1946 


Expenditure  Income 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

5.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Stock  at  1st  April,  1945 

996 

2 

9 

By  Cost  of  Production  — 

Production  Salaries  and  Wages 

1,526 

0 

9 

Books 

1.928 

1 1 0 

Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance, 

Magazines  and  Newspapers 

1,242 

4 10 

etc 

43 

4 

0 

Materials  for  Transcribing,  Embossing, 

3,170 

15  10 

Binding,  etc.  ... 

1,040 

14 

8 

Less  Reductions  allowed  from  cost 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Carriage 

price  of  Books,  etc. 

2,289 

13  6 

and  Packing 

91 

9 

10 

— 

Fuel,  Light,  Water  and  Power 

60 

13 

0 

Net  Sales  

881 

2 

4 

Rates,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

72 

10 

2 

Stock  at  3lst  March,  1946 

1,270 

14 

1 

Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Premises 

Gross  Loss  carried  down 

2,092 

17 

2 

and  Machinery  

73 

7 

4 

General  Expenses 

46 

I 

9 

Depreciation — 

Freehold  

196 

16 

7 

Plant  

77 

4 

5 

Furniture  and  Fittings 

20 

8 

4 

294 

9 

4 

£4.244 

13 

7 

£-1.244 

13 

7 

Gross  Loss  brought  down  

2,092 

17 

2 

Management  Expenses  and  other  Salaries 

1,059 

0 

0 

By  Grant,  Local  Government  .Act,  1929... 

1 ,854 

16 

9 

1 ravelling  Expenses 

3 

1 

U 

Net  Deficit,  carried  to  General  Charity  Fund  Account 

1,300 

4 

£3,1.54 

19 

1 

£8,154 

19 

1 

General  Charity  Fund  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1946 


Expenditure 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Inco.\ie 

» Net  Deficit,  transferred  from  Publications  Account... 

1,300 

2 

4 

By  Subscriptions  and  Donations 

Augmentation  of  Wages— Blind  Staff  

Annuity  payable  under  the  Will  of  the  late  Miss 

118 

6 

0 

Dividends  

Rents  ... 

A.  E.  C.  Moon 

20 

0 

0 

Deficit  carried  to  Balance  Sheet 

Pensions  Scheme  Contributions 

118 

7 

8 

Audit  Fee 

10 

1 

10 

0 

Gifts  

19 

8 

t:i,569  S 8 


r 

s. 

d. 

“7 

1 

11 

890 

15 

3 

249 

9 

2 

421 

19 

4 

£1,569  5 8 
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WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 
Balance  Sheet  at  31st  March,  194-6 


Liabimties 

i s.  <1.  ^ s.  d.  £ 5.  d 

Capital  Account  ...  ...34,1)55  12  2 

Add  : Giant — 

National  Institute  for  the 

Blind  240  2 3 

34,295  14  5 

Balance  of  Income  and 
Expenditure  Account  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March. 

1946  1,986  19  8 

Liss : Legacies  ...  ...  21  9 0 


1,965  10  S 

Lgss  • Grant — National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  ...  ...  1,965  10  8 


34,295  14  5 

Sundry  Creditor!  and  Credit 

Balances  ...  ...  ...  1,702  2 5 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind  2,361  8 1 


Assets 

Freehold  Property  ...  | At  net  cost 

Leasehold  Properly  . . - less 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  ) Depreciation 

Investments  at  cost — 

Endowments — General 

lindowments — Specifically  appropriated.. . 

Building  Fund  ...  ...  

Sundry  Debtors  and  Debit  Balances,  less 
Reserve  for  Doubtful  Debts 


C s.  d. 
17,822  10  2 
696  12  0 
1,619  10  11 


-20,138  13  i 


3,000  0 0 
9,653  8 3 
1,503  13  1 

14,157 


4,063  10  6 


;f38,359  4 11 


£38, .359  4 11 


COBHA.M,  Chairman,  Board  of  Governors. 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Member,  Board  of  Governors. 

We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet 
is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  ihe  College’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and 
the  explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  College.  J.ACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2.  Auditors. 

4th  July,  1946. 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1946 


Expenditure 

To  Fees,  Salaries  of  Teachers,  Matrons,  Servants,  etc 
Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance,  etc.  ... 

Provisions 

Laundry  ... 

Other  Household  Expenses  and  Sundries 
Rent,  Rates,  Taxes,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

Fuel,  Light,  Cleaning  and  Water  

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Educational  Books  and 
Apparatus 
Medical  Charges  ... 

Travelling 

Renewals 

Sports,  Games,  Dramatics,  etc. 

Teachers’ Superannuation 


Management  Expenses  ... 

Legal  and  Other  Charges 

Upkeep  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  (including  Repairs) 


Legacies— Transferred  to  Balance  Sheet  

Bursaries  from  Endowment  and  other  Special  Income 
fper  contra)  


( 

R. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

7,852 

IS 

3 

By  Maintenance  and  other  Fees 

9,300 

17 

0 

39 

9 

0 

Grant,  Ministry  of  Education  ... 

...  l,5o7 

12 

6 

1.674 

14 

10 

Donations 

66 

6 

0 

312 

7 

4 

Dividends  and  Annuities 

315 

13 

0 

57 

4 

9 

— 

366 

14 

10 

11,240 

8 

6 

716 

5 

2 

Legacies  ...  ...  

21 

9 

0 

Appropriation  of  Endowment  and  Special 

Income 

342 

9 

2 

(percontra) 

1,207 

7 

8 

247 

0 

1 1 

Deficit  carried  to  Balance  Sheet 

1,986 

19 

8 

213 

16 

7 

60 

10 

0 

304 

19 

5 

316 

2 

0 

12,504 

12 

3 

381 

0 

2 

26 

5 

0 

315 

10 

9 

13,227 

8 

2 

21 

9 

0 

1,207 

7 

8 

14,456 

4 

10 

£14,456 

4 

10 

GRANTS  TO  SOCIETIES 


FOR  THE  BLIND, 


1945-46 


.Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs... 
Brighton  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 
Church  Missiona^  Society  ... 

W.  A.  Gasking — Holiday  Fund  

Jewish  Blind  Society  

St.  John’s  Guild  for  the  Blind  

Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind 


I s.  d. 
175  0 0 
350  0 0 
300  0 0 
10  0 0 
500  0 0 
400  0 0 
946  12  7 


Lindsey  Blind  Society  

Northern  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind 
Southport  Blind  Social  Committee  ... 


I s.  d. 
.100  0 0 
750  0 0 
324  13  7 


£4.256  6 2 
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ENDOWMENTS 


NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


General  Account 

The  II.  F.  Hailey  Bequest  

The  Leopold  Salomon’s  F.ndowmcnt  Fund 
The  Sir  Arthur  I’earson  Memorial  Fund  ... 
The  Miss  Constance  de  Jong  Bequest 
The  \Villiam  Brown  He.xtall  Bequest 
The  John  Rae  Campbell  Endowment  Fund 

The  Nuflicld  Fndowment  

The  Mary  Shaw’  Bequest  

The  Hornshaw  Endowment 

TheSir  Alfred  Jones  Bequest  

The  Donald  aud  Rosie  Aldcrson  Bequest  . . . 
'Phe  Hextall  Fund  for  Blind  Law  Students 

The  Blind  Social  Aid  Society  Fund 

The  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kirkham  Bequest 

The  Henry  Heskall  David  Bequest 

The  Sir  John  Howard  Beqviost  

The  J.  J.  Crosfield  Bequest 

The  Mrs.  Ralph  Partridge  Bequest 

The  J.  VV.  Comben  Bequest  ... 

The  Dr.  Howell  Rees  Bequest  

The  Henry  Ireland  Bequest 

The  Rev.  F.  J.  Hackett  Bequest  

The  Louis  Sterne  Bequest  

The  Miss  Mary  Jesson  Bequest  

The  Mrs.  J.  Rainsforth  Bequest  

The  Miss  Constance  Haiw’ie  Bequest 
The  iNIrs.  Sarah  Jane  Little  Bequest 
Proceeds  of  Sale  of  9 Oval  Road,  London  ... 


Guest  House  for  Blind  Women,  Leamington 

The  Harry  Urmson  Hayes  Fund 

The  Miss  A.  V.  .Allpress  Endowment  Fund 


Convalescent  and  Hobday  Home,  St.  Leonard’s 

The  Mrs.  Jessie  Elizabeth  Laing  Bequest  ... 

Arno.”  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight 

The  Mrs.  Annie  Fisher  Bequest  

The  Robert  Noble  Bequest 


Chorleywood  College 

The  William  Brown  Hextall  Scholarship  ... 
The  Nuffield  Endowment 

The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest  

The  Miss  E.  W.  Allen  Bequest  (.After-Care)... 
Fees  Endowment  Fund  


{See  page  23) 


c 

s. 

d. 

9,881 

7 

9,600 

0 

0 

9,505 

0 

11 

7,973 

13 

5,633 

19 

4 

3,000 

0 

0 

2,500 

1,483 

0 

0 

10 

1,017 

11 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

655 

0 

0 

502 

12 

5 

500 

0 

0 

5«)0 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

],50 

0 

0 

100 

15 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

F,{) 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

11 

6 

1 

450 

0 

0 

720 

7 

2 

329 

1 

6 

£37,28:) 

15 

5 

£ 

s. 

(1. 

..  2,014 

3 

10 

889 

10 

0 

£2,903 

13 

10 

£ 

s. 

d. 

...  1,000 

U 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

...  1,758 

10 

6 

...  6,032 

1 1 

4 

£7.791 

1 

10 

£ 

s 

d. 

...  2,999 

4 

6 

...  2,000 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

...  3,000 

0 

0 

...  1,200 

0 

0 

£9,699 

4 

6 

SUNSHINE  FUND  FOR  BLIND  BABIES  AND  CHILDREN 
General  Account 


The  lames  .AttGeld  Bequest 
The  Niiss  Susan  A.  Davey  Bequest  . 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  East  Grinstead 

The  “ Dancing  Times  ” Endowment 
The  Hornshaw  lindow-ment  ... 

The  Mrs.  Lucy  Block  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  A.  R.  Edwards  Bequest 
The  Miss  A.  1).  Spiers  Bequest 
'I  he  Mrs.  F.  Marks  Bequest  ... 

The  T.  G.  Sorby  Bequest 
The  Miss  Vaughan  Chapman  Bequest 
The  " Sunday  League  ” Endowment 
The  Anthonv  Clouslin  Partridge  Endowment 
'I'he  Eliza  and  John  Frederick  Bequest 


Blind  Babies'  Home,  Southport 

The  Ernest  Mallowell  Barlow  Bequest 
The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest 
The  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Graves  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  H.  R.  Ethel  Graves  Bequest 


Blind  Babies'  Home,  Northwood 

Bundles  for  Britain,  Inc.,  Niag 
U.S.A.,  and  Daughters  of  St. 
Ontario,  Canada  


THE  MOON  SOCIETY 
The  Miss  A.  E.  C.  Moon  Endowment 


C s.  d. 
200  0 0 
6fl0  0 0 


WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 


The  Miss  E.  W.  Allen  Bequest  (After-care) 
The  William  Brown  Hextall  Scholarship 

General  Endo%vment  Fund 

The  Nuffield  Endowment 

The  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund 

The  Blair  and  Foster  Memorial  Fund 

The  Swimming  Bath  Fund 

The  Miming  Prize  Fund 


£800 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

ri 

. 2,000 

0 

0 

. 1,020 

0 

0 

. 561 

3 

1 I 

477 

10 

0 

477 

D) 

0 

450 

0 

0 

107 

14 

3 

10(J 

0 

0 

47 

17 

0 

50  ) 

)) 

0 

. 751 

0 

9 

£6,492 

15 

1 1 

£ 

s. 

d. 

752 

11 

5 

500 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

£1,457 

1 1 

5 

£ 

{, 

s. 

d. 

£304 

0 

4 

£87,932 

3 

3 

. £2,667 

14 

5 

DRCESTER 

d 

4.01)0 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

3.000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

250 

)l 

0 

20)) 

4 

7 

113 

3 

8 

90 

0 

0 

£12,653 

s 

3 

LEGACIES,  1945  46 


General  Account 

£ 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Broderick,  Henry  and  Minnie  Elizabeth 

400 

0 

0 

Ainsworth,  Miss  Laura  Elizabeth  

125 

0 

0 

Brooks,  James  William  

2 

0 

7 

•Andrew,  4%Irs.  Edna 

500 

0 

0 

Brown,  .Miss  Ethel  C. 

51 

15 

0 

.Arblasler,  William  George 

...  208 

14 

4 

Bruce,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Ann 

80 

0 

5 

Arnell,  John 

...  5 

0 

0 

Carter,  Charles  

29 

13 

3 

.Atkinson,  John  Joseph  

...  601 

9 

4 

Coates,  William  Henry  

54 

0 

0 

Attenborough,  Miss  Ethel  May 

100 

0 

0 

Coldwell,  Mrs.  Marjory  Kathleen  ... 

1,000 

0 

0 

.Ayling,  Miss  Alice  Maria  

...  100 

0 

0 

Cook,  Mrs.  Ruth  Susannah 

69 

2 

11 

Bagshaw,  Mrs.  Louisa  

...  2,700 

0 

0 

Cotton,  Miss  Matilda  ... 

100 

0 

0 

Banks,  Miss  Annie  M.  

10 

0 

0 

Cottrell,  Miss  Gertrude  Maude  Anne 

4 

13 

9 

Banning,  Mrs.  Florence  Minnie  

50 

0 

0 

Crammond,  Mrs.  Jane 

100 

0 

0 

Barlow,  Mrs.  Jessie  Mary  

100 

0 

0 

Crompton,  Amos  

20 

0 

0 

Bennett,  Miss  Florence  Mary  

35 

12 

10 

Dalby,  Mrs.  Florence  

1,500 

0 

0 

Bentley,  Charles  Henry  

50 

0 

0 

Dalziel,  Lady  Harriet  Sarah 

75 

4 

8 

Bevon,  Samuel  Peter  

750 

0 

0 

Dew,  .\iiss  Elizabeth  

8 

12 

4 

Binks,  William  

180 

10 

(> 

Dowsett,  Miss  Janet 

500 

0 

0 

Bird,  Sir  Ernest 

250 

0 

0 

Dunn,  Mrs.  Emily  Simmons 

3 

7 

11 

Bower,  Mrs.  Mary 

100 

0 

0 

Easterbrook,  Mrs.  Emma  

124 

4 

4 

Bowly,  Mrs.  Emilie  Louisa  ... 

...  1,900 

0 

0 

Edward,  John  

12 

10 

0 

Boyce,  Mrs.  Florence  Margaret 

50 

0 

0 

Edwards,  Arthur  Richard  

514 

14 

10 

Brayshaw,  Mrs.  Hilda  ...  ...  . . 

40 

1 1 

6 



Bridges,  Miss  Blanche  Ellen  

50 

0 

0 

Carrie  1 forward  12,556 

18 

6 
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Brought  forward 

Ellison,  Mrs.  Annie  lilizabcth 
Foreman,  John 

iTainpton,  Arthur  ...  ...  

(lillibrand,  Robert  ...  

Gillie,  Mrs.  Mary  

(ilasby.  Miss  .•\nnie  Elizabeth  

(innler,  Mrs.  Martha  ...  

Hackett,  .Arthur  

Halsey,  .Arnold  Tom  

Hansford,  Mrs.  Daisy  Florence  

Harding,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Charlotte  I'redericu 

Harnett,  Miss  Idorenee  

Harrison,  Mrs.  .Adelina  A’alcrie  

Harrisson,  William  Robert 

Hayes,  (icorge  Whitley  

Hedderley,  Airs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  

Hoare,  Mrs.  Edith 

Hocken,  Miss  Julia  Etta  

Holford-Jones,  Miss  Annie 

Holmes,  James  .Archibald 

Howarth,  Miss  Jane  Ann  

Hudson,  William  Kossutli  ...  ...  

Hughes,  Mary  .Ann  ... 

Hunt,  Miss  Selina 

Junes,  Miss  Jessie  

JeaUreson,  .Alfred  I'raser 

Jerman,  Mrs.  Annie  

Jewkes,  Walter  ...  ...  

King,  Harry 

King,  Miss  Jane  

Kirby,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Annie 
Lacey,  Miss  Elizabeth  Hope 

Lake,  Benjamin  

Lancaster,  James  .Alfred  .Atkinson 

Laughton,  William  Henry 

Lee,  William  Hamilton  

I-egg,  Miss  Julia  Baliey  

Lisle,  Miss  Isabella  Dryden  ...  ...  

Lloyd,  Miss  Alice  

Longbottom,  Miss  Sarah  Alice  ...  

Manbre,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Christian 

Marvin,  Miss  Alma  

Melsome,  Miss  Florence  Amy  

.Milledge,  Miss  Edith  

Monk,  Miss  Lucy  

Aloore,  .Miss  Jane  Ada  

Moullin,  Miss  Emma  Rachel  

Muller,  Mrs.  Mary  .Ann  

Nicholson,  Miss  Edith  Rebecca 
Ollerenshaw,  Miss  Gertnide 
Padgett,  Miss  Louisa  .Annie  ... 

Paxton,  Phillip  Henry  ...  

Plumstead,  Miss  Charlotte  Rebecca  

Folding,  Charles 

Rappel,  Miss  Louisa  Gertrude 

Rich,  Isaac  ...  


4 s.  (1. 

12,556  18  6 
50  0 0 
50  0 0 

75  |o  0 
8,400  0 0 

5t)  0 0 
1 57  1 4 4 

50  0 0 

4, .500  0 0 

10  0 0 
H37  1 2 9 
50  0 0 
10  0 0 
250  0 0 
100  O 0 
30  1 I 7 

9 9 3 

(S.OtJO  0 0 

I 15  0 
500  0 0 
100  0 0 
500  0 0 

600  0 0 
36  2 9 
106  17  0 

1.50  0 0 

5 0 0 

100  0 0 
1,891  18  0 
300  0 0 
1,000  0 0 
2,946  2 2 
3 9 8 
35  1 7 2 
412  5 
650  0 0 
600  (»  0 
2,800  0 0 
509  2 4 

10  0 0 
62  15  11 

350  0 0 
1.250  0 0 
200  0 0 
100  0 0 
in  4 
86  14  11 
3,304  8 1 1 
337  4 6 
1 , 1 26  2 0 
100  0 0 
29  I 10 
250  0 0 
.50  0 0 
250  0 0 
10  0 0 
902  18  9 


Richards,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  ... 
Richardson,  Miss  Martha 
Robinson,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Rowlatt,  Miss  Lucy  Ann 
KufTcll,  Walter  James 
Samuel,  Miss  Margaret  Ellen 
Scott,  Mrs.  Eunice 
Scatter,  Miss  Annie  ... 

Shaw,  Mrs.  Hannali  Margaret 
Shepar<l,  Richard  Percy 
Simpson,  Miss  Annie  Gray  ... 
SUulen,  Alfred  Rcyner 
Smith,  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Storr,  Mrs.  Agnes  Annie 
Sunderland,  Mrs.  Emily 
Thrower,  Herbert  Samuel 
Turner,  Mrs.  Ellen  Florence 

Upshcr,  Miss  Mary  

Urquhart,  Miss  Mary 
Waddington,  Miss  Beatrice  Carolin 
Wager,  Herbert  Francis 

Walker,  Miss  Amelia 

U'allace,  Miss  Janet  V. 

Wardrop,  Eric  Glen  ... 

Wareing,  Miss  Agnes 

Webber,  Mrs.  -Ann  Emma 
Webber,  The  Rev.  h'rank 
W'eston,  Miss  Amy  Catherine 

White,  Edwin 

Whilficld-Jackson,  Mrs.  N.  G. 
Williams,  Miss  Dorothy  Frances 
Williams,  Miss  Victoria  May... 
Willis,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Wood,  Mrs.  Katherine  Grace 
Woodcock,  Miss  Elizabeth  Mary 
Woodman,  Miss  Elizabeth  Antic 
Wright,  Frederick  William 


Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies 

Baxter,  Miss  Florence  Eliza 

Cripps,  Walter 

Heaton,  Miss  Alice  Mary 

Hyman,  Aubrey  

Leah,  ^^^s.  Sarah  Edith 
Malcouronne,  Lt.-Comdr.  A.,  R.N. 
Moullin,  Miss  Emma  Rachel 
Teather,  John  St.  Patrick  ... 
Whittingham,  Mrs.  Frances  Kemp 


4 d. 

300  0 0 

1110  0 0 
3 5 6 

225  0 0 
8 in  0 
2,532  10  0 
250  0 0 
74  16  0 
15  0 0 
446  17  0 

50  0 0 

10,000  0 0 
50  0 0 
400  0 0 
1 00  0 0 
107  7 2 
25  0 0 

99  0 0 

29  8 0 

625  2 9 

50  0 0 
90  0 0 
50  0 0 
200  0 0 
39  13  4 
2,000  0 (I 
20  0 0 

100  0 0 
250  0 0 

25  0 0 
50  0 0 
. 250  0 0 

365  13  6 
253  16  4 
225  0 0 
50  0 0 
6 8 0 


69,053 

8 

8 

Children 

£ 

s. 

d. 

5 

5 

(» 

100 

0 

0 

115 

4 

8 

50 

0 

0 

639 

13 

6 

100 

0 

0 

3,304 

8 

] I 

372 

6 

8 

63 

1 

6 

4,750 

0 

3 

Together  ...  £73,803  8 II 


In  Addition  the  Following  Legacies  were  Bequeathed  to 
THE  Institute  during  the  year,  and  were  specifically 
Appropriated  as  below  : — 


Alfred  Eichholz  Memorial  Clinic 

£ 

s. 

cl. 

Eichholz,  William  

71.175 

12 

6 

Braille  Literature 

£ 

s. 

cl. 

Critchley,  Mrs.  I.  H.  

20 

0 

0 

Mower,  Miss  Marianne  G 

50 

0 

0 

£71) 

0 

0 

Channels  of  Blessing  Magazine 

Donaldson,  Miss  Annie 

£4 

15 

5 

Talking  Books  Department 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Bushby,  John 

100 

0 

0 

Towmend,  Harold  

450 

0 

0 

£550 

0 

0 

Wireless  Sets  for  the  Blind 

Kennedy,  Mrs.  Theresa  Stansfelcl 

£4,000 

0 

0 

Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children,  East  Grlnstead 

£ s.  d. 

Ashton,  Baroness  Florence  Maude 500  0 o 

Bennell,  Harry  ...  .••  •••  •••  •••  •••  16()  0 0 

Bradbury,  Mrs.  Eliza...  4 6 5 

Corby,  Mrs.  Annie  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  0 

Day,  Miss  Annie  ^ 


£714  6 5 


Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children,  Lcamingtcn  £ s.  d. 
Lloyd,  Charles  Thomas  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  2,000  0 0 

Richards,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane ...  300  0 0 

£2,300  0 0 


Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children,  Southport 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Anlrobus,  Albert  

280 

16 

1 

Broderick,  Miss  Anne...  

50 

0 

Harrison,  Mrs.  Adelina  Valeric 

100 

0 

0 

Rhodes,  Miss  Sarah  ... 

472 

8 

4 

Rost,  Eduard  and  Mary 

353 

18 

b 

Wells,  William  ...  

6 

3 

Wilson,  William  Henry  

7 

16 

8 

,271 

12 

0 

Worcester  College  for  the  Blind 

V'errindcr,  Walter  Joseph  

£21 

Endowments. 

The  following  Endowment  was  made  to  the  Institute  during  the  year. 
The  Robert  Noble  Bequest  £13-*  ® ^ 
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UNIFIED  COLLECTING  AGREEMENTS 
STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1946 
NET  AMOUNT  AVAILABLE  FOR  DISTRIBUTION 

I s.  cl. 

(a)  From  Areas  worked  by  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  152,308  4 4 

(b)  From  Areas  worked  by  Other  Participating  Societies, 

including  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind  ...  {)  4 


/1 82,002 

13 

8 

DISTRIBUTED  AS  FOLLOWS  ; 

; 

i 

S. 

d. 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

..  .52,032 

6 

4 

National  Library  for  the  Blind 

U.IOl 

0 

0 

Other  Participating  Societies  (s««  te/oze’) 

..  114,900 

0 

10 

4182,002 

13 

8 

ANALYSIS  OF  AMOUNTS  DISTRIBUTED  TO  OTHER  PARTICIPATING  SOCIETIES 


BERKSHIRE— 

C s.  d. 

LINCOLNSHIRE— 

Berkshire  County  Blind  Society  

...  1,634  3 1 

Boston  and  Holland  Blind  Society 

Reading  .Association  for  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

...  657  12  3 

Grimsby  Society  for  the  Blind 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE— 

Buckinghamshire  Association  for  the  Blind 

...  2,499  12  1 

Kesteven  Blind  Society 

Lincoln  Blind  Society 

Lindsey  Blind  Society 

t s.  d. 
1,238  12  9 
788  13  4 
1,117  14  U 
517  17  9 
3,630  14  3 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE— 

Cambridgeshire  Society  for  the  Blind  

CHESHIRE— 

Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society 
Macclesfield  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

Stockport  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb... 
Wallasey  Blind  Welfare  Committee 


1,679  II  3 


4,495  10  5 
598  6 9 
1,087  16  3 
51)  0 0 


NORFOLK— 

Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind 

NORTHUMBERLAND— 

Newcastle  Agencies  for  the  Blind 

NORTH  WALES— 

North  Wales  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE— 

Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Nottingham 


5,101  10  3 
5,224  10  8 
681  17  7 
620  10  0 


CORNWALL— 

Cornwall  County  .Association  for  the  Blind 


OXFORDSHIRE— 

3,368  10  2 Oxford  (City  and  County)  Society  for  the  Blind 


2.164  15  9 


DEVON— 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind  ... 

Home  for  the  Blind,  Torr 

South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Plymouth 

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Exeter 


2,701  13 
60  U 

2,459  3 

2,120  12 


7 

0 


3 

2 


DORSET— 

Dorset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 990  17  3 


DURHAM— 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind  425  3 7 


ESSEX— 

Essex  County  Association  for  the  Blind  3,553  5 4 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE— 

Bristol  Royal  Blind  Asylum  and  Workshops 
Gloucester  (City)  Society  for  the  Blind 
Gloucester  County  Association  for  the  Blind 


4,961  8 10 

568  1 2 

4,230  7 10 


HAMPSHIRE— 

Bournemouth  Blind  Aid  Society  518  19  j 

Southampton  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  ...  1,657  4 I 


HEREFORDSHIRE— 

Herefordshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind 1,243  3 1 1 

HERTFORDSHIRE— 

Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  Blind 6,066  1 0 

ISLE  OF  MAN— 

Manx  Blind  Welfare  Society  ...  ..  ...  ...  553  is  g 

LANCASHIRE— 

.Ashton-under-Lyne,  Stalybridge,  Dukinfield  and  District 

Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  942  17  2 

Catholic  Blind  Asylum  " 471  q 5 

Liverpool  Workshops  for  the  Blind  10  216  8 0 

Preston  Industrial  Institute  and  Homes  for  the  Blind  ...  1470  5 6 

Oldham  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  ...  ...  l0o9  4 

St.  Helens  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind  !!!  ’507  18  T 


SOMERSET— 

Bath  Society  for  the  Blind  

Somerset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 
SUFFOLK— 

Ipswich  Blind  Society  

West  Suffolk  Voluntary  Blind  Committee 
SURREY— 

Surrey  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 
SUSSEX— 

Eastbourne  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

Hastings  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 
West  Sussex  Association  for  the  Blind 

WILTSHIRE— 

Wiltshire  Association  for  the  Care  of  the  Blind 


733  810 
2,501  16  3 


1,559  16  5 
1,331  17  6 

3,211  2 5 


278  11  2 

202  19  5 
2,365  16  5 


2,835  0 4 


YORKSHIRE— 

Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for  the  Blind 
Colne  and  Holme  Valley  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee... 
Doncaster  and  District  Home  Teaching  Association  for 
the  Blind  ... 

Goole  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

Halifax  Society  for  the  Blind  ...  

Harrogate  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind  

Huddersfield  and  District  Blind  Society  

Keighley  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind 

Leeds  Voluntary  Welfare  of  the  Blind  Committee 
North  Riding  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind  

Rawmarsh,  Dalton  and  Thrybergh  Blind  Welfare 

Committee  

Rotherham  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind  

Saddleworth  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

Scarborough  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

Selby  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

Settle  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

Thome  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

Toclmorden  Society  for  the  Blind 

Wakefield  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 
Yorkshire  School  tor  the  Blind  


2,203  10  0 
361  II  9 

945  5 10 
138  8 5 
985  1 4 5 
784  12  0 
851  9 10 

807  15  3 
4,161  5 6 

721  3 2 

233  5 2 

608  0 0 
84  1 10 

685  17  6 
217  5 3 
269  4 4 

124  13  11 
118  7 9 
970  16  7 
760  17  2 


l^age  30 


Total,  as  above 


£114,909  6 10 


THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE 


IN  1800  Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  AnniUiHo  "'a.s  obliged 
to  give  up  practice  owing  to  failing  sight,  but 
being  a man  of  deep  religious  faith  he  sought  and 
soon  found  another  way  in  which  his  exirerience,  his 
private  fortune  and  even  his  impaired  vision  could  be 
employed  to  the  greater  glory  of  God.  In  I 8(iS,  with 
three  other  blind  men,  he  founded  the  British  and 
I'oreign  Blind  Association  for  Promoting  the  Education 
of  the  Blind,  the  parent  body  of  the  National  Institute, 
and  with  his  colleagues  undertook  the  onerous  task  of 
ascertaining  the  best  of  the  embossed  codes  then  in 
vogue.  After  two  years  of  study  they  decided  that  the 
Briulle  system  was  most  suited  to  be  the  medium  of 
educating  the  blind  and  proceeded  to  produce  school 
books  and  classics  in  Braille  and  apparatus  and  maps. 

During  the  following  years  the  Association  was 
engaged  in  improving  the  mechanical  production  cf 
Braille  and  in  persuading  Blind  Schools  to  adopt  it, 
but  " the  Blind  tVorld  was  Dr.  Armilage’s  parish,” 
and  the  Association’s  interests  were  .soon  extended 
to  employment,  training,  and  national  co-operation. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  the  Association  was  the 
child  of  the  Armitage  family.  When  Dr.  Armitage  died 
in  1890,  his  wife  carried  on  until  her  death  in  11101. 
His  daughter,  Miss  Alice  Armitage,  still  serves  on  the 
Institute’s  Council  and  preserves  a link  with  its  revered 
founder.  During  this  period,  the  first  Braille  magazine. 
Progress,  was  started  ; at  its  end,  nearly  30,000 
publications  were  being  produced  annually. 

In  1902  the  Association  was  transformed  from  a 
semi-private  undertaking  and  incorporated.  In  the 
same  year  appeared  the  first  issue  of  a letterpress 
magazine.  The  Braille  Review — now'  The  New  Beacon — 
and  in  1907,  the  first  issue  of  The  Braille  Mail.  In  1909 
it  was  agreed  to  promote  the  Jloon  system  as  well  as 
Braille.  Plans  w'ere  now  set  in  hand  to  erect  new 
premises,  and  in  191-1  the  present  Headquarters  in 
Great  Portland  Street  were  opened  by  King  George  V 
and  Queen  Mary  as  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  (later  Sir  .Arthur)  Pearson  joined  the  Council  in 
1913  and  raised  a net  sum  of  /60,000  to  complete  the 
cost  of  the  new  building.  When  the  fiist  World  War 
broke  out,  he  became  Chairman  of  a Committee 
appointed  by  the  Institute  to  assist  war-blinded  men. 
The  result  was  St.  Dunstan’s.  As  Chairman  of  St. 
Dunstan’s  and  President  of  the  Institute,  Sir  Arthur 
directed  the  two  bodies  until  his  death  in  1921.  During 
these  years  of  intensive  growth,  the  Moon  Society, 
the  Home  Teaching  Society  and  the  National  Institute 
for  Massage  by  the  Blind  were  incorporated  with  the 
Institute  ; the  first  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies 
and  a College  for  Blind  Girls,  both  at  Chorleywood, 
were  established  ; various  Homes  w'ere  taken  over  or 
opened  ; reduced  postage  rates  lor  Braille  w-ere  secured. 

Sir  Beachcroft  Towse,  V.C.,  now  the  Institute’s 
President,  became  its  Chairman  in  1922  after  twenty 
years  of  devoted  service  to  the  blind  and  the  Institute. 
The  beginning  of  his  Chairmanship,  which  extended 
well  beyond  another  twenty  years,  covered  a difficult 
period.  The  passing  of  the  first  Blind  Persons’  .Act  in 
1920  called  for  a complete  reorganisation  of  Blind 
Welfare,  certain  services  such  as  relief,  home  teaching 
and  training  responsibilities  being  transferred  to  the 
appropriate  local  Societies  ; while  the  slump  following 
the  war  caused  grave  financial  anxiety.  Nevertheless, 
the  growth  of  the  Institute’s  work  continued.  In  1923 
and  1924  a second  Sunshine  Home  was  opened  at 
Southport,  and  a third  at  Leamington  ; a Home 
Workers’  Scheme  in  the  Home  Counties  was  initiated  ; 


and  a Holiday  Home  was  opened  at  St.  I.eon.vrds.  Braille 
production  and  the  Students’  Library  were  also  major 
activities.  But  perhaps  the  most  important  advance 
was  the  movement  towards  national  unification  ot 
collections.  With  the  strong  supjiort  of  the  Ministry 
ot  Health  arrangements  were  made  between  the 
Institute  and  local  agencies  throughout  the  country 
for  sharing  money  collected  in  local  areas  in  proportion 
to  local  and  national  needs. 

Rapid  developments  followed  a reorganised  adminis- 
tration. In  1929  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind 
Fund  started  with  a broadcast  ajtpeal  by  Air.  AX  inston 
Churchill  ; in  1939  the  East  Grinstead  Sunshine  Home 
replaced  the  first  Home  which  had  been  destroyed  by 
lire  ; a Aluseum  of  Blindiana  was  opened  ; and,  in  1932, 
a School  for  Retarded  Blind  Children  was  established. 

Aleanwhile,  Braille  production  took  giant  strides. 
The  installation  of  a rotary  press  in  1930  made  possible 
the  production  of  larger  quantities  of  more  periodicals, 
notable  newcomers  being  Braille  editions  of  the  Radio 
Times  and  Punch.  In  1930  the  International  System 
of  Braille  Afusic  Notation  was  adopted,  and  in  1932,  as 
a result  of  complete  agreement  between  Britain  and 
.America,  Standard  English  Braille  came  into  being. 
Production  leaped  ahead,  and  in  the  peak  years  pre- 
ceding the  second  AA’orld  War  the  Institute’s  presses 
were  producing  annually  30,000  volumes  of  books  and 
music,  37,000  pamphlets,  and  800,000  journals. 

Research  into  blind  industrial  employment  had 
begun  in  1926  ; in  1931  a joint  enquiry  by  the  Institute 
and  the  College  of  Teachers  into  the  education  of  the 
blind  was  started,  and  in  1932  a survey  was  made  of 
the  deaf-blind  problem.  Aluch  research  in  sound  record- 
ing led  in  1935  to  the  production  of  Talking  Books. 

In  1932  an  Evening  Clinic  was  attached  to  the 
Massage  School,  and  in  1934  the  Prince  of  Wales  opened 
the  .Alfred  Eichholz  Alemorial  Clinic.  In  1935  the 
administration  of  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  was, 
at  the  request  of  the  Governors,  taken  over  by  the 
f nstitute,  and  in  the  same  year  a School  J ourney  Centre 
was  erected  at  New  Romney.  In  1938  a Holiday  Home 
at  Scarborough  and  a Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind  at 
Harrogate  were  opened. 

Since  1931,  when  the  Institute  adopted  a new 
Constitution,  the  representative  nature  of  its  Council 
had  been  steadily  growing.  In  1934  the  Institute 
accepted  its  place  in  the  national  scheme  drawn  up 
by  the  Joint  Blind  AVelfare  Committee  of  the  Local 
Authorities’  Associations,  and  since  1938,  when  its 
Council  was  reconstituted  on  the  lines  laid  down  in 
that  scheme,  has  been  fully  representative  of  Local 
.Authorities  and  voluntary  associations  for  and  of  the 
blind  throughout  the  country. 

On  the  16th  Alarch,  1939,  the  twenty-fifth  anniver- 
sary of  the  Institute  was  celebrated  by  a risit  to 
Headquarters  of  King  George  VI  and  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Although  the  second  AVorld  AVar  stopped  many 
normal  developments  it  did  not  hinder  progress  in 
several  directions.  In  1940  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
Homes  of  Recovery  for  the  war-blinded  were  estab- 
lished at  Goring-on-Thames,  Torquay  and  Bridgnorth  ; 
in  1943  the  fourth  and  fifth  Sunshine  Homes  at 
I Northampton  and  Northwood,  and  a School  for  Blind 
I Telephone  Operators  were  opened.  New  measures 
' were  taken  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  ; massage 
services  reached  a record  ; but  perhaps  the  most 
remarkable  development  of  the  war  years  has  been  the 
I vastly  accelerated  placement  of  the  blind  as  economic 
I workers  in  national  industry. 
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THE  BLIND  COMMUNITY 

Some  Facts  and  Figures 


The  statistics  furnished  every  j'car  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  while  giving  a clear  indication  of  the 
present  position  of  the  blind  and  of  Blind  Welfare 
achievements  in  England  and  Wales,  serve  also  as  a 
pointer  to  future  developments,  showing  what  needs 
still  remain  to  be  met.  The  figures  dealt  rvith  below 
are  those  for  the  year  ended  lilst  March,  1945,  with 
the  exception  of  those  concerned  with  W'orkshop 
.\ccounts.  which  are  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1944. 

Population  Numbers 

for  the  second  year  in  succession,  the  figure  of  the 
total  blind  population  in  England  and  Wales  shows  a 
decrease  on  the  preceding  year.  At  the  31st  March, 
1945,  the  figure  stood  at  75,758  as  against  70,145  at 
the  31st  March,  1944 — a decrease  of  387.  This  decline 
in  two  successive  j^ears  suggests  that  we  may  have 
passed  the  peak  population  figure  since  systematic 
registration  began.  The  London  County  Council  was 
again  unable  to  supply  figures,  so  that  relevant  figures 
from  an  earlier  return  had  to  be  substituted. 

Age  Groups  of  the  Blind 

The  number  of  babies  registered  as  blind  under  one 
year  of  age  has  increased  by  one — 9 for  1945  as  against 
S for  1944.  decrease  is  recorded  in  every  age  group 
covering  the  years  from  1 — 70,  the  difference  being 
specially  marked  in  the  groups  between  40  and  70, 
which  contain  867  less  people.  The  figure  for  " Over 
70”  has,  however,  increased  by  496,  making  31,787 
out  of  a total  blind  population  of  75,758. 

Ages  at  Which  Blindness  Occurred 

The  return  of  Ages  at  which  Blindness  occurred 
shows  a small  increase  in  the  total  of  those  who  lost 
their  sight  under  the  age  of  10  (12,756  against  12,727). 
.\t  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  there  is  a negligible 
increase  in  the  number  of  those  whose  sight  failed  over 
70,  but  the  number  of  those  who  lost  it  between  the 
ages  of  50  and  70  is  reduced  by  393. 

Children  of  School  Age 

Children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  16  numbered 
1,369,  much  the  same  as  the  previous  year.  1,088 
of  these  were  classed  as  ” normal  ” children,  of  whom 
912  were  in  schools  for  the  blind,  53  at  other  schools, 
and  123  not  at  school.  This  last  figure  shows  some 
decline  from  142  in  1944.  The  number  is  still  dis- 
quietingly  large  ; it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  stronger 
powers  given  to  Local  .Vuthorities  in  the  new  Education 
Act  will  substantially  reduce  it. 

Physically  defective  children  totalled  55,  most  of 
whom  were  not  at  school. 

There  were  226  mentally  defective  children- -10 
more  than  in  the  previous  year — of  whom  29  were  in 
schools  for  the  blind,  12  in  other  schools  and  185  not  at 
school.  Here  is  a need  which  does  not  j-et  seem  to  be 
fully  met. 

The  number  of  children  of  16  and  over  receiving 
secondary  education  has  again  increased,  this  time  by 
14,  making  the  1945  figure  102. 
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Blind  in  Training 

(i)  Professional  or  University.  65  blind  persons 
were  receiving  professional  or  university  training,  com- 
pared with  44  in  the  previous  year. 

(ii)  Sheltered  Workshops.  The  number  of  trainees 
keeps  at  much  the  same  level,  the  1945  figure  being  620 
and  that  of  the  previous  year  629. 

334  blind  people  are  listgd  as  not  trained,  but 
trainable. 

Employed  Blind 

.Vn  - increase  was  again  recorded  in  the  number  of 
blind  in  employment,  though  not  such  a spectacular 
one  as  in  1944,  when  the  figure  rose  by  nearly  500. 
This  time  9,023  were  recorded  as  being  employed,  an 
increase  of  213  on  the  previous  year.  W'orkshop 
emirloyees  numbered  3,267  as  against  3,343  for  1944, 
a decrease  of  76,  while  the  reverse  process  operated  with 
home  workers,  whose  numbers  increased  by  29.  -Again 
the  figure  of  the  ” otherwise  employed  ” rose  by  260, 
indicative  of  the  fact  that  work  in  open  industry,  so 
greatly  stimulated  by  the  war,  was  still  on  the  upgrade. 

The’  Ministry  of'  Health  analysis  of  \Vorkshoi> 
.Accounts  for  the  year  ended  31st  Alarch,  1944,  makes 
cheerful  reading.  With  much  the  same  manpower 
employed,  productive  wages  leapt  from  £(193,497  to 
£226,031  and  total  sales  from  £901,284  to  £1,030,941. 
The  profit  or  loss  in  individual  workshops  ranged  from 
£121  profit  to  £44  loss,  whereas  in  1943  the  figures  were 
£95  profit  to  £49  loss.  .A  net  profit  was  made  in  36 
of  the  54  workshops.  Since  1942  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  while  in  England  productive  earnings 
increased  by  one-third,  in  Wales  they  were  nearly 
doubled.  Amount  of  augmentations  in  England 
increased  by  about  one-sixth,  in  AA'ales  by  just  under 
a half. 

Newly  Registered  Blind 

There  were  76  fewer  newly  registered  blind  in  1945, 
the  50-65  group  showing  a fall  of  93,  and  the  65-70 
group  a decrease  of  60.  Between  birth  and  the  age  of 
16  there  was  also  a decrease  of  19,  but  the  21-40  group 
shows  an  increase  of  103. 

Unemployable  Blind 

This  figure  is  still  high  because  of  the  large  propertion 
of  elderly  blind  in  the  community,  but  there  is  some 
satisfaction  in  noting  that  it  is  again  slightly  lower  than 
the  previous  year — 63,627  against  64,213.  The  total 
includes  5,570  in  institutions  of  various  kinds.  1,174 
are  in  Homes  for  the  Blind,  but  it  is  a distressing 
thought  that  as  many  as  2,974  should  find  no  other 
haven  but  a Public  .Assistance  Institution.  The  need 
for  more  Homes  for  the  elderly  blind  is  now  generally 
recognized,  but  it  will  take  many  years  before  adequate 
provision  can  be  made. 

Home  Teaching  Service. 

There  is  a small  but  encouraging  increase  in  the 
number  of  Home  Teachers,  the  figure  rising  from  502 
to  513.  A'et,  having  regard  to  the  number  of  elderly 
blind  over  65 — over  41,000 — who  are  the  chief  concern 
of  the  Home  Teacher,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  room  for 
great  expansion  in  this  very  important  branch  of  Blind 
AVeltare  Service. 


